THE AMATEUR RADIO VOICE OF THE SOUTHEAST 


aimed at overhauling the country’s 
telecommunication structure and 


regulation appear, at least over the 


short term, to have comparatively 
minimal impact on Amateur Radio, 
according to ARRL Manager of Leg- 
islative Affairs Steve Mansfield, 
NIMZA. 

Despite cries by some groups 
that all radio spectrum ought to be 
turned over to commercial interests, 
the 104th Congress has targeted cable 
regulation, telephone company regu- 
lation, and broadcast ownership issues 
as the focus of its ambitious effort to 
rewrite the Communications Act of 
1934. 

That Act provides the legislative 
framework for all regulation of radio 
communication in the US today, and 
has been said by many to be long over- 
due for a massive rewrite. 

Writing in September QST, 
Mansfield said “The resulting 221- 
page Senate bill, S. 652, ‘The Tele- 
communication Competition and De- 
regulation Act of 1995,’ and its House 
companion, H.R.1555, ‘The Commu- 
nications Act of 1995,’ both are be- 
ing touted as removing barriers to 
competition for telecommunication in- 
terests. Perhaps equally important (at 
least for hams), the degree of energy 
and effort put into the two bills could 


mischievous attempts at spectrum de- 
regulation, at least for the remainder 


of the 104th Congress. 


S. 652 slightly modifies the rules 
for who may administer license exams, 
and calls for the FCC to eliminate “bur- 


_ densome record maintenance” require- 


ments for volunteer examiners. “Some 
hams have expressed concerns about 
delicensing provisions of the bill, but 
those affect only certain marine and 
aviation users, as well as users of the 
new PCS systems,” Mansfield said. 
Mansfield said that from a long- 
term perspective, the biggest concern 
lies in the continued expansion of the 
spectrum auction concept, and that 
amateurs “will have to become accus- 
tomed to fighting harder for spectrum 
than we have done in the past.” 
ARRL/’s congressional activities 
will continue to reflect the formal leg- 
islative positions adopted by the 
League’s Board of Directors at its 
January 1995 meeting, Mansfield said. 
Mansfield’s complete story ap- 


pears on page 50 of September QST. 
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CHAMP Marine Net 


First Birthday & Performs 
First Emergency Assistance 


It is one year since the SFFMA 
(South Florida FM Association) spon- 
sored the expansion of CHAMP’s 
emergency coverage to the waterways 
in the Miami area, utilizing the 147.00 
repeater. Joining with CHAMP’s co- 
sponsors — the Metro Dade Police De- 
partment and Citizens’ Crime watch 
— the U.S: Coast Guard extends con- 
gratulations to CHAMP (Citizens’ 
Ham Mobile/Marine Patrol) on the first 
anniversary of the CHAMP Marine 
Net. 

The CHAMP Marine Net per- 
formed its first emergency assistance 
Sunday, August 13 at 6:45PM. A lady 
driving a van ran out of gas on the 18-. 
mile stretch of US 1 at mile marker 
118. Just a few hours before, it was the 
scene of a triple fatality automobile 
accident and there was still some glass 
remaining on the highway. When she 
stepped out of her van, she stepped on 
glass which penetrated her-shoe, se- 
verely cutting her foot. She then fell 
forward suffering additional cuts. She 
was bleeding profusely when Nick 
Marinara, WA3YRR (a SFFMA mem- 
ber who resides in Key Largo) hap- 
pened on the scene of lady’s misfor- 
tune. Seeing the seriousness of the situ- 
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¢ 
CHAMP - Continued from page 1 
ation, Nick immediately called the 
CHAMP Net Controller Jan, KS4FF 


who called 9-1-1 and the emergency e 


situation was immediately relayed to 
the Monroe County EMS. 
SFFMA noted that is needs 


more volunteers for the net. All they ¢ 


ask is ONE HOUR ona weekend. e 
SFFMA feels that it is imperative that 
they extend monitoring hours. 
CHAMP is performing a valuable ser- 
vice to the community and its citizens. 

- Edited from SFFMA Newslet- 
ter, September 1995 


PLEASE NOTIFY 
The FLORIDA SKIP 
IF YOU ARE 
CHANGING YOUR 

ADDRESS 

Your undelivered 
magazines are very 

costly. 


BELIEVE ME CHARLIE. .- - 


YA Gor TAKEN! 


@@eeee20200008000006008000080680 
;: Notice 
e The Florida Skip has been trying® 
sto prepare a comprehensive listing of¢ 
eEastern US Hamfests. I have created ae 
S quickly changeable database file to keep ® 
etrack of these hamfests and would ap-¢ 
@DYecHIeE notification of any out-of-state e 
*shows that have been confirmed. Bill § 
° Britton, KB4VOL does a very cred-e 
sible job on the State of Florida but is® 
<Not responsible for the others. I try tos 
e integrate all Florida shows into the East-e 
Sem list. Any updates, any grief- call Ger. § 


Ce ee ee ee OO tO 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 


VISUALLY IMPAIRED 


FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape 
every month for the benefit of the 
blind or visually impaired. These 
tapes. are available if requested and 


postage is paid both ways. If you are 
interested in this valuable service, 
contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 


HEY !! 
LOOKING TO BUY A NEW 


ICOM 


AMATEUR RADIO ? 


GOT SOME GEAR YOUR NOT USING? 
CLEAN IT UP, TEST IT, FIND THE MANUALS 
AND ACCESSORIES. THEN TAKE IT IN TO US 
FOR CONSIGNMENT SALE. TURN YOUR 
DUSTY GEAR INTO NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART 
EQUIPMENT. 


TRANSCEIVERS - RECEIVERS - TUNERS - METERS 


STOP IN, BROWSE AND HAVE A FREE CUP OF FRESH BREWED COFFEE 


Mike's Electronics 


lOO] NW Se Street 

Ft Lauderdale, Fl 33309 

(305)4S9I-7ilIO voice 
(305) 49I-70ll fax 


I-800-427-3066 


THE LARGEST SELECTION OF USED EQUIPMENT IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
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FLORIDA PHONE NETS 


Note from Florida Phone Editor: 
A variety of factors combined to keep me 
from having the side band reports to 
Florida Skip in time for printing last 
month. I enjoy reading them and I’m sure 
most of you do too. They are prepared by 
the net representatives and I apologize 
for any inconveniences and disappoint- 
ments that their absence caused. Larry 
McDermott, KE4ESV - Editor. 

From Larry, KE4ESV, FAST Net 
Manager: Hi everyone, On behalf of the 
FAST net, this is Larry, KE4ESV won- 
dering if anyone has been as fascinated 
by the cyclonic weather as much as I have. 
- At one time, there were four storms at 
various locations in the Atlantic. I don’t 
mind telling you, that despite my best 
preparations, I was more than just a little 
anxious. I also don’t mind telling you that 
it is very reassuring to hear the net spe- 
cifically and amateur radio in general, up 
and running in its usual friendly and ef- 
ficient manner. One can only imagine 
how pleasant it must be for needy areas 
to hear the professional and compassion- 
ate sound of an amateur operator assist- 
ing in communications to a devastated 
area. 

Congratulations and best wishes to 
Laura, WA9VND as she manager of the 
Florida Medium Speed Traffic net and to 
Gary, KE4DNO as he continues to guide 
QFNS. We also say a job well done to 
Russ, KC4ZHN for his tenure as man- 
ager of FMSN and wish him continued 
good thoughts as he continues to keep the 
Florida Midday Traffic Net in good work- 
ing order. Rich, KA2YZM is the man- 
ager of the Broward County Emergency 
Preparedness Net, and under his and other 


net participants efforts, the 2 meter por-. 


tion of the net has been augmented by a 
10 meter SSB check-in session. Perhaps 
you may care to listen and join in on 
Monday evenings on 28.357 USB from 
7pm - 7:15pm. We are fortunate to have 


a lot of talent in our net. Among them, . 


Norm, K4RBR, Dade County EC, Kevin, 
WVS5Z, STM Rip, AA4HT, our SM, and 
the Broward County EC, Jim, KD4GR. 
We have in the past complimented our 
members who are present virtually 100% 
of the time such as Delbert, WD4HHH, 
Carroll, K4AJV, our most recent newcom- 
ers, John, KL7JV, and Helen, KE4LWN, 
as well as those of us who make the nets 
almost all the time. We have in the past 
mentioned our many liaison and net con- 
trol stations who ensure things progress 
in an efficient and orderly manner into 
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Larry McDermott (KE4ESV), Editor 


and out of the net. Professional, civic and 
family obligations keep me from attend- 
ing all of the sessions but it is a wonder- 
ful feeling indeed to know that no matter 
what, the net is always in good hands - 
your hands. I thank each and everyone of 
you for making it the great organization 
that it is and I only ask that not only you 
continue the great job all of you have been 
doing but to extend an invitation to other 
operators to join the net. Not only could 
they be a checkin but perhaps they could 
try their hand at other responsibilities like 
net control station or liaison station. It 
can be very intimidating for a new op- 
erator to participate in new endeavors, 
especially those that have been long 
standing. I speak from personal experi- 
ence (with this and other nets) when I 
note that a little bit of friendly Elmering 
can go a long way toward making new- 
comers feel useful and competent. The 
Southern Florida Amateur Side Band 
Traffic Net meets daily on or about 3940 
kHz at 6:00 PM and 10:30 PM Eastern 
time. Everyone is welcome to join. 
Thanks again everyone until next time, 
as we keep one eye in the sky and the 
other on our meters. This is Larry, 
KE4ESV bidding everyone 73/88. 

From Russ, KC4ZHN FMTN Net 
Manager: Here it is the end of another 
month and time for another report on the 
activities for the Florida Midday Traffic 
Net. My name is Russ, KC4ZHN in Hol- 
lywood, FL where the weather has not 
been the greatest thing going. In spite of 
the weather, propagation and other things 
which interfere with out type of commu- 
nication, this net again had 468 stations 
check into the net and passed 188 pieces 
of traffic. Not bad for a vacation month. 
We are still faced with concerns over 
tropical disturbances coming in from the 
African coast and stand ready to step in 
and provide communication when and if 
the need arises and in a professional and 
competent atmosphere. Without a doubt, 
this net has the greatest collection of op- 
erators in the area. They are well versed 
in the business of traffic handling and do 
it as quickly and efficiently as possible. 
If you’ re interested in learning or increas- 
ing your skills in traffic handling, this is 
the place to do it. No bad habits will be 
formed and I can guarantee that you will 
become a much better traffiker. (How is 
that for a word?) Well until next month, 
I bid you farewell, 73 and C U on 7.247.5 
MHz any day starting at 11:45 for the 
warm up period through 12:00 noon when 


the net goes formal. Check in and join a 
select group. We can always use new op- 
erators. CUL. Russ, KC4ZHN. 

From Earl, K4FQU SWETN Net 
Manager: Fall is in the air and that sig- 
nals the ending of our summertime lulls 
in all traffic nets where ever they may be. 
Soon the winter people will be coming 
back down for the winter and the nets will 
start to swell again. More checkins and 
more traffic. Won’t that be nice again? 

Well I’m off again for a short time. 
By the time you receive this, I will be at- 
tending my (our) WWII ship annual re- 
union, which I look forward to all year. 

In my absence again, as usual, my 
good friend and assistant manager Harry, 
K9ALX will be tending the home fires. 
Pleas give Harry your usual support and 
your net reports so I may log them when 
I get back. All the net control slots are 
filled so it should go smoothly as it al- 
ways does in my absence - thanks to all 
of you. 

This is the coming of the traffic 
season. I trust all of you will send your 
share to keep the airwaves full of traffic 
for the next few months. With Thanks- 
giving and Christmas onits way, it should 
not be hard to do. 

I can never thank all of you enough 
for what you do for the net and ultimately 
for me as manager. I repeat, with you and 
your efforts, there would be no net. We 
are picking up a few more workers and 
now have a full compliment of net con- 
trol stations, however, we could still use 
a couple more liaison stations. 

Everyone have a nice month and I 
will see you about the last week in Sep- 
tember. 73/88 to all. Earl, K4FQU, Net 
Manager. 

From Bob, KC4ZHF SEFTN As- 
sistant Net Manager: August gave us 
lots of bad weather with the multitude of 
storms in the Atlantic. Doesn’t look that 
great for September either. But that didn’t 
slow down the traffic handlers. The 
Southeast Florida Traffic Net logged 1075 
stations, 396 formal message traffic and 
1724 minutes of Net time during 31 ses- 
sions. 

This was the 94th consecutive 
month with over 1000 stations checking 
into the Net. Closing in on eight years! 
The 1000th station for August was 
KE4IFD, David. Congrats David and 
your certificate, by Laura, is in the mail. 
NCS was KB4WBY on August 29th. 

Those attaining 100% Net partici- 

Continued next page 


FLORIDA CW NETS Ed Roller (K4IA), Editor 


QFENS reported by Gary Adams, 
KE4DNO: No report. 

QFN reported by Morton, 
WX4H: In August, Hurricane Erin 
caused plenty of problems as my inverted 
vee’s were left up in the trees - a real mess. 
The tower survived as it was folded down. 
Back on the bands with power in’5 days. 

News of the net is always slim. A 
new station is KC4BVF Rich of Plant 
City. Glad that AA4ZJ Ray of Spring Hill 
checks in for Brooksville traffic. KA4FZI 
and WA4BIC are doing the SW Florida 
Fort Myers area with packet ability by 
Miss Phy] into Naples and Venice, as does 


K4SCL for Venice. K4IA handles Port’ 


Charlotte, some of it being a long dis- 
tance call. : 

Southeast Florida has a host of 
people including WA9VND, WV5Z, 
KC4ZHF and KC4ZHN all on CW at- 
tending different nets. W4DL reaches into 
Pembroke Pines, Miami and south to the 
Keys. 

High profile stations are K4SCL, 
KA4FZI, AA4HT, WA9VND, WV5Z, 
W4KIX, AB4XK, AA4BN, WC4D, 
WA4EIC, W4DL, WX4H and N4EC. 


Continued from page 4 
pation in August were: W4/PZIBK, 


KD4HGU, KD4JMV, KD4GR; KS4IJK, 
WAYVND, KB4WBY, KA2YZM and 
yours truly, KC4ZHF. You devotion to the 
Net is appreciated. 


Charles, WB4PAM has become an. 


asset to the Net. He has been a regular 
contributor to our Tuesday evening “Traf- 
fic Tips” session as well as an alternate 


Net Control Station. Charles has con-: 


sented to take over Net Control duties 
each Saturday evening on a regular ba- 
sis. Many thanks Charles. 

Walt, W4DWN our Wednesday 
evening NCS has been recuperating from 
illness and is involved in therapy that has 
curtailed his Net activities for awhile. We 
wish you a speedy recovery Walt. We miss 
you. 

We are.actively seeking Alternate 
Net Control Stations. Any interested par- 
ties please contact KC4ZHF, KD4GR or 
KB4WBY. 

We are planning a special event and 
outing in December, so tune into the Net 
for details. 

The Southeast Florida Traffic net 
meets daily at 7 pm local time on the 
146.19/79 repeater. Join us often. 73/88 
de Bob -KC4ZHF, Assistant Net Man- 
ager. 


Good activity by: N4DY, KB4T, AA4CH, 
N2WX, AA4ZJ, N4SS, KC4ZHN, 
KC4ZHF, KC4BVF, W4IYT, KM4G, 
WS8IM and K4IA. If I missed you, scream 
at WX4H. 

Our on-the-mend people are: 
K4ZK, now on vacation, KA4FZI and 
AA4HT. Glad all three are recovering 
satisfactorily and back on the air. Traffic 
net work horse Chet, AB4XK is outdo- 
ing himself - thanks Chet. Don, AE4KX 
is having equipment problems. See you 
on QFN. 73, Morton. 

FMSN reported by Russ, 
KC4ZHN: Can’t believe that a year has 
gone by since my first report on the ac- 


tivities of. FMSN. I wish to take this op- 


portunity to thank all the members who 
did their best to make my tenure as man- 
ager a great success, at least as far as I’m 
concerned. We had an average month 
traffic wise and conditions have not im- 
proved greatly, however N4LAO is back 
and KC4FL did run the net several times. 
We have remained on 80 meters this year 
as conditions on 40 were no better. 

Hope that Morton, WX4H can get 
back into the net as we miss him and can 
sure use his help. We wish Laura, 
WA9OVND all the best as she takes over 
the net as the new manager. She will re- 
ceive all the cooperation possible. Not that 
she will need it as she is a competent and 
experienced traffic net manager. 

This net operates daily at 5:30 pm 
local time on 3651 kHz and welcomes all 
stations who would care to try their luck 


Sanibel - Florida Special Events Station 


The Sanibel Amateur Radio Emer- 
gency Unit is sponsoring a special events 
station to commemorate the official grand 
opening of the Bailey-Mathews Shell 
Museum on Sanibel Island on Novem- 
ber 18-19, 1995. 

Sanibel, a barrier island off the 
Southwest coast of Florida, long famous 
for its shell-rich beaches, now has its own 
shell museum with over a million shells. 
Housed in a purpose built 25,000 square 
foot building on an eight acre tract, its 
72 foot diameter exhibition hall houses 
more than 30 displays of shells from 
around the world. The museum, at 3075 
Sanibel-Captiva Road is open Tuesday to 
Sunday from 10AM to 4 PM. 

The Sanibel Amateur Radio “Spe- 
cial Event Station” will be set up on the 
museum site the days of the event and 


on CW, which contrary to some opinions 
is still very much alive and under trying 
conditions a much more reliable mode on 
which to pass traffic. Thanks to all who 
read this column and to those who make 
it possible. I tried to write interesting stuff 
and if you care to read more of it, I am 
still managing the Midday Traffic Net! 
Adios 73, Russ. 

Gator reported by Dan, W4DL: 
Chris, N4EKC is back from China but 
has antenna problems. Dan, W4DL is just 
trimming trees to prepare for the hurri- 
cane but watching it pass him by. Mae, 
W3CUL and Al, W3VR are having 
trouble with QRN, QRM and poor QNI 
on their schedules. Andy, W4IYT is a 
busy man, now having 4 TV spots on 
county-wide channels 36 and 37 plus 10 
hours a day on public access channel. 
George K4JI is doing fine but complained 
lately of his front yard becoming a swim- 
ming pool. Dick, N2AOX is reassembling 
the rig, meter switch replacement. Still 
doing his exercises and sending in the 
reports and hopes to hear from Emory 
soon. Charley, WA4EYU says as soon as 
the rains quit, he went back to running. 
The net appreciates Bill, WT4F and his 
steady QNI and weather reports. 73. Dan, 
W4DL. 

Note from Ed: On September 24th 
XYL Virginia and I will be travelling by 
ship from VE7 to: KL7, JA8, UAOL, 
HNS, JA4, JA3 and back by air October 
16th. I'll be listening for you on the nets 
and on 14 MHz. 73, Ed. 


will operate as KQ4UW on the lower por- 
tion of the HF General 40, 20, 15, and 
Novice 10 meter phone bands from 1400Z 
Saturday, November 18 to 2100Z Sunday, 
November 19. Stations contacting the 
special events station may receive a QSL 
and certificate confirmation by sending 
their QSL request and a 9 by 12 SASE. 
(Paper chasers note that Sanibel also is 
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Top Twenty Trafficers - Aug., 1995 
-by AA4HT and WX4J 


Station 


Station Total 


3183 K4SCL 
WV5Z 
AB4XK 
W4DL 
KA4FZI 
N4HRJ 
KC4ZHF 


W7AMM 


= 


W3CUL 
WX4H ~—:1323 
W3VR 1059 
WASVND. 657 
NR2F 49] 
KE4DNO_ 474 
N4SS 474 
KB4WBY 449 
KA2ZYM 404 WA4EIC 
AA4HT 387 NY1H 


Traffic Hounds - Aug., 1995 
-by Kevin Bunin, WVSZ STM SFL 


OTC/Q 


Oo Soe HQT Nn Om he DH N 


rN 
S 


et QNI Avg. QTC Avg. Ses. Mgr. 
47 : WA4ATF 
KA2YZM 
N4LTT 
KB4UEI 
AD4BL 
KE4ESV 
KC4ZHN 
KC4ZHN 
WB4AGCK 
WMN4ITV 
W4DL 
AC4MJ 


WA4NDA 
AD4D0 
KD4CGQ 
KD4CGQ 
KEARVP 
WX4H 
KE4DNO 
KD4GR 
KD4GR 

- N4ZMQ 
KE4DNO 
-K4FQU 

NR2F 
KE4DNO 


AVG 
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South Florida BBS Totals - Aug., 1995 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
PERS —_ BUL 


BBS NTS TOT MSGS 


KOZXF 
KOZXF-2 (TPA1FL) 


-NO REPORT- 


-NO REPORT- 

-NO REPORT- 

-NO REPORT- 

-NO REPORT- 

17 1082 

-NO REPORT- 

1 851 

-NO REPORT- 

0 238 

0 111 

1 417 

-NO REPORT- 

-NO REPORT- 

_ N1OUT -NO REPORT- 

6398 
3833 
3397 
97 

1 3053 

130 7029 

4 5313 

1 3427 

32 7500 

-NO REPORT- 

5 484 4240 

8 629 3983 

24 922 4030: 

-NO REPORT- 

-NO REPORT- 

-NO REPORT- 


NTS TOTAL: 412 


Win some, lose some! Thanks to those who reported this mont 
After being absent. A special thanks to the stations reporting for the 
irst time. But, what happened to the rest of you? These reports are 
mportant if we’re to show activity and keep our frequencies. But, 1 
you'd rather not, let me know and I’ll drop your call from the list 

hat way you won’t be embarrassed every month and your users won’ 
stare at you. Not for that, anyway. 

If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to gen 
erate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, address and 
Bize floppy needed. There’s no charge. The utilities work with al 

pes of bbs software except TCP/IP (NOS.) 

Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports tq 

4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ 
B4VOL. Reports MUST be sent on the Ist covering BBS activi 
or the previous month. Please participate! 

73... Bill, KB4 VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager Sout 

lorida. . 


Florida HF Nets, Abbreviations, North Florida BBS Totals - Aug. 1995 
Frequencies and Times Dave Sutherland / N4SGMU 


NET ABBREVIATION AND NAME FREQ 
FPTN Fla. Phone Tfc Net 3940 
(SAT) AIN ARRL Information Net 3940 
0730 (SUN) Fla. Trader’s Net 3945 
0745 Waterway Net 7268 
0800 (SAT) SFAN South Fla. ARES Net 3940 
0800 (TUES) Buckaroo Tfc Net 7248 
0800 SOUTHCARS 7251 
0830 GN Gator Net 3651/7061 
0900 (EXCSUN) — NFAN North Fla. ARES Net 3950 
Swap Net 7275 
Swap Net 7251 
FMTN Fla. Midday Tfc Net TAAL 3: 
» FSARA Fla. Shrine Am Radio Ass’n = 7236 +/-QRM 
QCWA Ortr Cent. Wireless Ass’n 14347 
FPON Fla. Public Opns Net 3908 
TPTN Tropical Phone Tfc Net 3940/7243 
FMSN Fla. Medium Speed TfcNet 3651/7061 
FAST/E South Fla. Tfc Net (Early 3940 
NFPN North Fla. Phone Net 3950 
Martin County Ragchew Net 3985 
QFN/E All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Early) 3651/7061 
Sailfish Net - West Palm Beach 28425 
Manatee County ARES Net , 28450 
Pinellas County ARES Net 28450 
Mosquito Net - Orlando Chapter, 28333 
Ne NG pee SS 
Candy’s Swap Net 3945 iz CQ a cQ rv 
QFNS All Fla. Slow CW Tfc Net 3715 
Wacky Wingdinger Net (NE Fl) 28390 B Amateur Radio Operators Fi 
So. Brevard Tech & RagchewNet 29200 B If you have been Ilcensed 25 or more years, B 
ENTIN Everglades Novice/Tech Net 28375 


121 121 


3929 


5701 


86 532 619 
Total NTS traffic for NFL: 148 


Sorry for any missed reports as I have been on vacation 9/1 - 
9/11 and the BBS was off the air. 


rst Suunfa Tenia) dou) PLEASE COME TO THE FIRGT ORGANIZA- 
PLEASE SEND CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO: 
E i sito, iB 1V a - Help us form a oo ists of QCWA 
(ee Sound FL 38455 - SUN Cl Ty CENTER 
pe DATE: NOVEMBER & 1995 
: a 


Place: Stacey’s Restaurant, Sun Point Shopping Center 
1 block west of I-75, S.R. 674 (Exit 46) Ruskin 
Time: 11:30 AM 
For Information: 

633-8215, WAILEDR or K1QPJ 


CLL LLL LLL LL 


as: 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following Florida 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify FLORIDA SKIP of 


any silent keys in your area. CARL'S ANTENNAS 


N4UMY - John A. Edwards, Tampa KS4IJ 

WA2YQU - Irwin T. Meyers, Saint Petersburg Lak EVI EW Hamsticks - HF, VHF, UHF 
N4DAS - Lyle E. Gorzkiewicz, Fort Walton Beach i 

K4FHO - R. V. Johnson Sr. North Port Smiley 1/2 Wave Flex, 5/8 ee Ducks / 
K4IMH - Henry J. Mennella, New Port Richey le 
K4JGP - Walter L. Gustavson, Fort Myers Rote 


W Carl Paulicelli —7¥« ‘er 
om 
4PCY - Raymond O'Hara, Saint Petersburg ! 973 Haas Ave. NE! 


KC4UJD - William F, Murphy Sr., Pensacola. @ D 
KA4YEW - Wilbur E. Henderson, Port Richey Palm Bay, FL ao 
KA9DHL - Robert L. Vandevender, Wellington 407-952-68 
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Wak) QCWA activities 
5 Yea should be picking up 
a SAY ig: 
members return to 
Florida. Just a few of our chapters oper- 
ate in the summer. The chapters that I 
belong to meet all year round. They are 
the Pelican and Gator chapters and I be- 
lieve that other Florida chapters 
haveunofficial meeting during the hot 
summer months. 
The big news in my area is the 
yearly Pelican Picnic which will be held 


on November 8th at the Lake Seminole 


Park in Seminole Florida. All QCWA 
members and their families are invited. 
The menu is fried chicken with all the 


trimmings. Many prizes will be given. 


away. All QCWA Members and their 
families are invited. 


I hope that the chapters that are still - 


meeting during the summer will send me 
some information on their meetings. The 
Gator and Pelican chapters meet all sum- 
mer long. Sometimes we have a program 
of interest to the members. Otherwise we 
just swap stories about the great old days. 


QCWA Offers 


Reproduction of 
ca, 1936 ARRL Logbook 


With the kind permission of the 
American Radio Relay League, QCWA 
has reproduced a limited quantity of 


100% genuine (except for the spiral bind- © 


ing — ours is black plastic, while the 
original was metal) ARRL Logbooks from 
about 1936. Look over these excerpts 
from “On Keeping A Log,” (the first two 
pages of the logbook) and get ready to be 
transported back six decades in amateur 
radio... 


when our northern - 


QCWA NEWS Eli Nannis (K4JMH), Editor 


Send me some chapter activities so that 
we can keep this column going until the 
winter activities start. 

Special not: If you have been a 
member of the ARRL for 40 years or 
more, there is a special recognition pin 
available. This pin must be applied for. 
Send a note to ARRL - ATTN: Awards 
Manager. I will be looking for your chap- 
ter reports for this column. 

Pelican Chapter 

Our net operates meets every Sat- 
urday morning at 10 am on 145.29-800, 
Our summer attendance has been very 
good. We are planning our yearly picnic 
to be held on 8 November at shelter 13 at 
Lake Seminole Park. The menu will be 
fried chicken with all the trimmings. 
Prizes and a small happy hour before the 
noon meal. It is $7.50 per person and tick- 
ets and reservationsshould be sent to Don 
Bice, W4PCO. Our chapter has been 
meeting all summer long at Stacys Buf- 
fet in St. Petersburg. The next formal 
meeting will be held at Stacys Buffet on 
September 20th. Stacys is located in the 
Tyrone Gardens Shopping Center located 
at 58th St. N. and 10th Ave. If you are in 
the area, please stop in. 


"The Federal Communications 
Commission requires every amateur sta- 
tion owner to maintain an accurate log. 
This logbook has been designed after 
careful study to fulfill every amateur need. 
Experience in keeping station records has 
shown a bound log ofthis size and shape 
to be most desirable. Whether the ama- 
teur station is at a fixed location, portable, 
or portable-mobile, the Commission is 
explicit in its regulations on log-keeping. 
Station records are frequently called for 
by the authorized government represen- 
tatives, whenever complaints are investi- 
gated or irregularities alleged, and the 
burden of keeping a complete and accu- 
rate record of every transmission as re- 
quired by the F.C.C. is no small respon- 
sibility . , . 

“Each page heading in this log 
provides for entry of the watts input power 
to the final stage (plate voltage times 
milliamperes divided by 1000), frequency 
band, and type of emission. The type of 
emission may be shown as Al-2-3-4 (see 
definitions on inside cover). If you pre- 
fer, CW, ICW, P. FAC, etc., may be used 
to distinguish between c.w., i.c.w., radio- 
phone, facsimile transmissions, etc. Only 
when changes are made from the stand- 
ing information recorded in the front of 
the log or in the page headings will addi- 


tional entries of these things be required. 
A separate line entered inn the log will 
easily take care of any change of opera- 
tor, power, frequency band, type of emis- 


sion, brand of time, location of portable 


or portable-mobile set, or kind of vehicle 


“Left-hand pages have been left 
blank to use for extensive remarks on 
emergencies or expeditions, for diagrams, 
records of tuning adjustments and ranges, 
experiments and changes in equipment, 
or message copies. It is important to form 
neat, systematic habits in keeping a log, 
or for that matter in every detail of oper- 
ating a station. Carefully kept logs tell a 
complete story of communication 
achievement which becomes increasingly 
valuable historically and likewise more 
valued for the cherished memories of 
worthwhile amateur operation that it will 
recall to you as the years goby... .” 


You may order this logbook direct 
from Headquarters for $6.00 per copy, 
postpaid in USA. Non-members are wel- 
come to purchase a logbook — but Gen- 
eral Manager Jim, W7LVN reserves the 
right to tuck an application in with your 
order! Please send your check and return 
address to: 


Quarter Century Wireless 
Association, Inc. 
159 East 16th Avenue 
Eugene OR 97401-4017 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 
Then you should belong to the 
- Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 
159 E. 16th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
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KNIGHTS of the Kilocycle _ Don Browne, KQ4YM, Editor 


AD4ZY, AD4XS and KL7JV 


Initlated as New Knights 

The Knights of the Kilocycle is 
amateur radio’s oldest net, organized on 
Christmas Day, 1929 and now in the 66th 
year of operation. The Knights meet ev-' 
ery Sunday morning at 7:30 on 3910 Kilo- 
cycles. A membership certificate is earned 
after five consecutive weekly check-ins. 

A big welcome to three new life- 
time members of the Knights of the Kilo- 
cycle. Carol, AD4ZY, and Robert, 
AD4XS of Tavares were joined a few 
weeks later by John, KL7JV of Port Char- 
lotte. Robert and Carol are husband and 
wife. John is a second-generation Knight. 
His father Bill, was W4UGO, member 
number 362, way back in the early 70’s. 

Many new voices were heard this 
month including Alan, KJ9N, of Apollo 
Beach, Herb, AD4UA of Melbourne, and 
Bud, W8NBU. Bud, from Lake Placid is 
Knight number 444 and reported he 
hasn’t checked in since the early 80’s. 
Also heard was member WB4GCH, 
Larry, of Forest, Mississippi who checked 
in after a long absence. Larry is probably 
the next to “youngest” member of the net 
after a quick check of the records. He was 


born in ’41. Yours truly was born in 46. , 


Happy birthday and anniversaries 
this month to all members and especially 
to John, W4GUJ, of High Springs who 
celebrated his 80th last month. 


Stan, W4JKK is still working on 
catching that whopper fish in the lake 
behind his home. John, KL7JV is a sur- 
veyor in the Pt. Charlotte area and is sure 
glad to see the rains let up a bit since the 
summer floods. 

The net members related their vari- 
ous lively adventures with snakes after 
yours truly reported finding a three-foot 
corn snake in his toilet. Seems the critter 
had climbed down the vent and took up 
residence in the bowl. After some coax- 
ing, the fellow was taken out to the river 
some distance away. 

Doug, N4SLS and Marion, 
KC4MFT, of New Port Richey reported 
sending plans for planting tomatos to 
Bob, W4KOG. Seems Bob is not having 
much success with his tomato growing 
lately. 

Jay, K9BSL, of St. Pete reminded 
the net that all must check in at the roll 
call each Sunday or lose their place and 
drop to the bottom of the roll. The goal is 
to make enough checkins to progress to- 
ward the top of the member list. You may 
stay at the top for five weeks after which 
your place at the top of the roll call is 
given to the next member in line. 

We encourage new check-ins each 
Sunday morning to ham radio’s. oldest 
net. Join us and chat awhile about your 
activities. Please join us each Sunday at 
7:30 am, 3910 Kilocycles. : 


Chicken Alert | 


The Pelican Chapter #128 of 
QCWA, will again host its Annual Ca- 
tered Fried Chicken Picnic on November 
8th, in shelter #13 at Lake Seminole Park, 
St. Petersburg, Florida. The time will be 
from 10:30 until whenever. The cost will 
remain the same as before at $7.50 per 
person. The menu is fried chicken with 
all the trimming including dessert and 
drink. There will be prizes and goodies 
before the picnic. All QCWA members 
and guests are invited to attend. Tickets 
and reservations can be obtained from 
Don Bice, W4PCO at (813) 347-2707, or 
the Callbook address. Talk in will be on 
145.29 -600, the QCWA Repeater. 
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Sunspot hints new 
cycle | 


Astronomers at the California In- 


stitute of Technology say they have iden- 


tified the first new sunspot in the next 
sunspot cycle. 

Scientists at Caltech’s Big Bear 
Solar Observatory in Big Bear City, Cali- 
fornia, photographed the spot on August 
12: ; 


“This makes us happy,” said Hal 
Zirin, professor of astrophysics at Caltech 


and director of the Big Bear facility. “The ~ 


sun is a lot more interesting to study when 
things are going on.” 

Early in the 11-year sunspot cycle, 
sunspots appear rarely and at relatively 
high solar latitudes around 30 to 35 de- 
grees, then increase in frequency and ap- 
pear at lower latitudes until they reach 
sunspot maximum, Caltech said. After 


this peak in activity, the number of sun- © 
spots slowly declines, and they appear — 


ever closer to the sun’s equator until they 
reach a relatively quiet phase called sun- 
spot minimum. 

The sun has been in a quiet period 
through much of 1994 and this year, with 
a few spots showing up near the equator. 
The new sunspot found on August 12 
appeared at a solar latitude of 21 degrees, 
and its magnetic polarity is opposite to 
that seen over the last decade, a key to 
identifying it as “the manifestation” of the 
start of a new cycle, Caltech said. 

Scientists at Caltech said they ex- 
pected an early beginning to Cycle 23, 
but not this early. “Sunspots in the new 
cycle should rapidly become more com- 
mon and reach a high level of activity i 
1998 or 1999,” Caltech said. 

-ARRL Internet 


W1AW/126 operation 

WIAW will be participating in the 
Hiram Percy Maxim 126th Birthday Me- 
morial Celebration from September | at 
8pm EDT, 0000z to September 3, 4pm 
EDT, 2000z. W1AW/126 will be on the 
air from 160 to 2 meters to contact ama- 
teurs. We will work CW, SSB, and RTTY, 
and hope to put you in our log. 

During this special operation, 
WIAW will not transmit code practice 
or CW, RTTY or SSB bulletins. We will 
return to our regular schedule starting © 
with the 2000z September 3 CW code 
practice transmission. Details are on page 
58 of August QST. Oa 

-ARRL Internet 


AEA’s PK-96 and PK-12 have New GPS Firmware, PC Pakratt Lite™, and 


WB4APR’s APRS™ Software included 


Lynnwood, WA August 22, 1995 — 
Advanced Electronic Applications’ PK- 
96 dual speed 9600/1200 bps Packet con- 


troller is now shipping with GPS firm- 
| ware. The PK-96 now also includes in 


the packaging: AEA’s PC PakRatt Lite™, 
the Packet-only, DOS TNC terminal con- 
trol software AND the Automatic Packet 
Reporting System (APRS™) software de- 


_ veloped by Bob Bruninga (WB4APR) for 
_ GPS use, as does AEA’s PK-12 1200 bps 
_ packet TNC. 


Just a few months ago, AEA put 
the GPS firmware in the PK-12, 1200 bps 
packet TNC. Already AEA has improved 
the GPS firmware in the PK-12 and now 
added it to the PK-96. The new GPS firm- 
ware incorporated in both the PK-12 and 
PK-96 automatically detects if there is a 
GPS receiver connected to the TNC upon 
power-up. If A GPS receiver is detected, 
an initialization string will be sent and 
the TNC will be ready for GPS work; if 
no GPS receiver is detected, the TNC will 
be ready for traditional packet data work. 

The biggest new feature of the 
AEA’s PK-96 and PK-12 is that the GPS 
commands can be remotely programed, 
so in Stand Alone Tracking applications 
where a TNC, GPS receiver, and radio 
(no computer) are installed in a vehicle— 
the unit does not need to be removed and 
connected to a computer to change GPS 
parameters—it is all done remotely. PK- 
96s and PK-12s automatically transmit 
their position information at user defined 
intervals and now can also be remotely 
polled for GPS location information at 
any time. This remote polling is great for 
those who use the TNCs in a Pete Bros. 
ULTIMETER-II™ weather set-up. Each 
member of a group in a region can set up 
a weather station in the back yard, then 
other members can poll (at any time) the 
various weather stations for information. 
Doing this forms a picture of the region’s 
weather on the Automatic Packet Report- 
ing System (APRS™) map. In addition, 
certain GPS receivers can be remotely 
programed via the PK-96 or PK-12. You 
can even configure the system to trans- 
mit location information when a button 
on the radio control head is pushed. 

Other new GPS firmware features 
include time and date setting from the 
GPS receiver, remote programming of the 
GPS receiver itself, and the ability to op- 


erate as a WIDE and RELAY digipeater. 
Exact time and date information can be 
extracted from the GPS receivers to set 
the PK-96 and PK-12’s internal clocks. 
The way in which AEA engineers built 
the TNCs’ firmware allows remote pro- 
gramming of some GPS receivers via the 
TNC. The ability to operate as a WIDE 
and RELAY digipeater means that mo- 
bile packet users can be transmitting their 
position information in a Stand Alone 
Tracking configuration and still act as a 
message forwarding mailbox—all while 
mobile. 

Both TNCs work with AEA’s APRS 
Adapter Cable which saves a communi- 
cation port on the computer. This cable 
allows the TNC and GPS receiver to con- 
nect to a single COM port. This cable is 
important when used with laptop com- 
puters because there is only one free COM 
port available. 


AEA has developed significant 
technological advancements for GPS 
packet applications with the PK-96 and 
PK-12. Packet users can now choose 
which full-featured TNC they wish to use: 
the dual speed PK-96 9600/1200 bps TNC 
or the PK-12 1200 bps packet controller; 
and join in the GPS excitement either 


- way. 


GPS firmware upgrades for early 
PK-96s and PK-12s are available directly 
through AEA for $10.00 (free shipping). 
Call the AEA Upgrade Hotline at (206) 
774-1722 to order the GPS upgrade. The 
PK-96 and PK-12 packet controllers.and 
AEA APRS Adapter Cable, as well as the 
rest of AEA’s high quality product line, 
are available from your favorite amateur 
radio dealer. For more information about 
any AEA products, call AEA’s Literature 
Request line at 1 (800) 432-8873 or fax 
to (206) 775-2340. 
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Worldwide DXing Via Internet Phone 


In the August issue of Florida Skip, 1 wrote Ham Radio 
QSOs on the Internet which apparently spurred the interest of 
several readers. The article discusses Internet Relay Chat (IRC) 
that is similar to a packet in the conference mode. 

How about chatting with other people throughout the 
world by voice! Well that capability is now available and of- 
fered by VocalTec, Inc. Internet Phone. The Internet Phone soft- 
ware is a revolutionary product that lets Internet users talk with 
each other in real-time. This is not a text “chat” program (like 
IRC): you can speak with other Internet users from all over the 
world with your voice. One could also compare it to a global 
phone call except one doesn’t have incur the costs of an inter- 
national phone call; only the normal costs of your standard 


Internet account. A single mouse click puts you in touch with | 


other Internet Phone users from all over the world. Whether 
you want to meet new friends, make long distance business 
contacts or talk to your family overseas, Internet Phone is for 
you. 


WHAT IS INTERNET PHONE? 


Internet Phone is a revolutionary software product that 
opens a new and exciting dimension for Internet users. With 
Internet Phone you can use the Internet to speak with any user 
all over the world! Yes, real-time voice conversations over the 
Internet, at the price of a local phone call or even less. 

All you need is Internet Phone, a TCP\IP Internet con- 
nection and a Windows-compatible audio device. Plug in a 
microphone and speaker, run Internet Phone, and, by clicking 
a button, get in touch with Internet users all over the world. 
Whether you want to meet new friends, speak with your family, 
or make the direct business contact, Internet Phone is for you. 
A friendly graphic user interface and a smart Voice-Activation 
feature make conversation a snap. VocalTec’s sophisticated voice 
compression and voice transfer technology makes sure your 
voice gets across in a flash, using only a fraction of the avail- 
able bandwidth. 

You can even set up your own “private topics” that only 
you and your family, friends or business associates know about, 
letting you conduct private conversations without disturbance 
from unwanted users. 

Internet Phone always presents you with an updated list 
of topics and on-line users for you to choose. You can even set 
up Quick-Dial buttons which give you immediate access to fre- 
quently called users. Once you establish contact with a user, 
communication is carried out directly over the Internet. 

TECHNICALLY SPEAKING 

It is recommended that one use at least a 486SX PC with 
25MHz and 8MB RAM. One also need Windows 3.1 and a 
Winsock 1.1 compatible TCP/IP Internet connection. For au- 
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Internet Phone 


dio, you need a standard Windows-compatible audio board, a 
microphone and a speaker. 

At a minimum, the TCP\IP connection requires a mo- 
dem SLIP\PPP connection of 14,400 baud. Winsock is the stan- 
dard Windows TCP/IP progamming interface. It comes in the 
form of a DLL file called WINSOCK.DLL which is profided 
with most TCP/IP software packages. Some of those used 
sucessfully are Microsoft’s TCP/IP, NetManage’s Chameleon 
and the Trumpet Winsock driver, 

The Internet Phone is designed for multitasking: a spe- 
cial dynamic icon and hot keys let you use Internet Phone even 
when its window is minimized. You only notice its there when 
someone calls or when you need it. It connects to the IRC net- 
work, thus providing you with a list of on-line users and topic 
of conversation. It’s just like a phonebook. Simply select a user 
from the list and call him or her. You can also create new topics 
and wait for others to contact you. 

Unlike IRC, a user can only speak with one person at any 
one time. Internet Phone provides you with “private topics” 
that only you and your friends, family, or business associates 
can use. These topics are “unlisted”, and can be accessed only 
by the users that know about them. In this way you can conduct 
your conversations quietly, without getting calls from all the 
other on-line users. When you only use private topics, your. 
name does not appear on the global list of on-line. Only users 
that know where to look can reach you. The Internet Phone 
sends and receives audio directly from the otther user, without 
going through the Internet Phone server (the server is only used 
to let users locate each other). This means that your Internet 
Phone calls are very hard to trace. 

Really Technically Speaking 

The Internet Phone software uses a unique voice com- 
pression algorithm to minimize bandwidth consumption. Band- 
width usage is about 7.7Kbit of raw audio data. By adding the 
VC Card voice compression card, one can reduce bandwidth 
consumption to about 6.7Kbit of raw audio data. 

’ MORE INFORMATION 

If you would like a free 60 second trial copy: oft the Internet 
Phone software, you can FTP an evaluation version of Internet 
Phone from fip.vocaltec.com with user name ftp, or 

Contact: VocalTec, Inc. 

157 Veterans Drive 

Northvale, NJ 07647 

Tel: (201) 768-9400 or Fax: (201) 768-8893 

e-mail: info@vocaltec.com 

‘Internet Web Page: http://vocaltec.com 

Note: The Editor thanks VocalTec, Inc. for their coop- 

eration in preparing this article. 


Retail Internet Bundle To Provide New Communications Technology, Which 
Reduces Long-Distance Phone Charges For Consumers 


SANTA MONICA, Calif., Sept. 
1 /PRNewswire/ — Quarterdeck Corpo- 
ration (Nasdaq: QDEK), maker of the 


acclaimed Quarterdeck Mosaic(TM). 


World Wide Web browser, today an- 
nounced plans for a mass market Web- 
based voice product, delivering one of the 
first two-way audio connections over the 
Internet. Available at retail stores this 
October, Quarterdeck WebPhone(TM) 
will speed up the acceptance of the 
Internet as a medium for widespread au- 
dio communications. Telephone capabili- 
ties are delivered to Internet users around 
the world and largely reduces long-dis- 
tance phone charges. WebPhone is the 
first in a series of collaborative comput- 
ing products from Quarterdeck. 

WebPhone offers full-duplex au- 
dio capabilities, providing sound quality 
that is two-way and comparable to that 
of a telephone connection. WebPhone is 
designed for simple installation and use. 
When used in combination with the “Con- 
nect & Play(TM)” feature of Quarterdeck 
Mosaic, WebPhone gives users virtually 
instant access to the Internet. 


WebPhone utilizes a standard © 


phone line and a 14.4 kbps or higher 
speed modem. 

By leveraging its strength in 
product design, mass marketing and dis- 
tribution, Quarterdeck will make 
WebPhone available for an estimated 
street price under $50 US. Adding even 
greater value to the product,Quarterdeck 
will ship a free copy of the Quarterdeck 
Mosaic Web browser with every 
WebPhone. The English language version 
of the product will initially be released in 
the U.S., Canada, Australia and select 
European countries. French and German 
language versions will follow a few weeks 
after the English language release. 

Quarterdeck is working with key 
partners Intelligence At Large, Inc., 
Lernout & Hauspie, Prospero Systems 
Research, Inc., all leaders with strategic 
technology to deliver the highest quality 
product. Lernout & Hauspie, the world 
market leader in speech compression, is 
providing the voice codec, the component 
that allows voice to be digitally transmit- 
ted across the Internet. Prospero; an 
emerging leader in Internet services, has 
developed a server network software that 
seamlessly enables caller connections, 
and Intelligence At Large, known for its 
teleconferencing technology further bol- 
sters the collaborative computing technol- 
ogy portfolio. As with other key part- 


ners, Quarterdeck has made a strategic 
investment in Intelligence At Large. 

“With the great value and price 
point for the technology that WebPhone 
brings to the consumer, we see this lead- 
ing an exciting new category of Internet 
products at the retail level in time for the 
holiday season. Our entry in this category 
should validate the market for true high 
quality two-way voice communication 
over the Internet,” said Quarterdeck CEO 
Gaston Bastiaens. 

“Quarterdeck is helping to pio- 
neer a whole new way for people to talk 
to each other using the Internet,” said 
Michelle Messina, director and general 
manager, remote computing unit at Quar- 
terdeck. “With WebPhone, parents can 
talk to their children away at college and 
friends from around the world can talk 
for hours all without the costs of long- 
distance charges. This is what the 
Internet was made for —making it easier 
and less expensive to communicate and 
share information. It marks the next big 
trend in the exploding market of collabo- 
rative computing.” 

WebPhone brings a new dimen- 
sion to the “chat rooms” so popular on 
the Internet. Now, users with shared in- 
terests can speak with each other, as well 
as exchange text messages. Supporting 
WebPhone is Quarterdeck’s server net- 
work which provides a directory of other 
callers on-line and lists virtual meeting 
places. 


Quarterdeck Corporation is a 


pioneer in the development of software 


products in three strategic business areas: 
utilities, remote computing and the 
Internet. The company has led the in- 
dustry in bringing memory management 
to the Windows and DOS environments 
and was the first to provide remote com- 
puting across all common computing 
platforms through its innovative PC to X 
Windows technology. The company re- 
cently began shipping an entire line.of 
powerful, next-generation Internet tools 
for corporate small business and indi- 
vidual users, under the trademarked 
names Quarterdeck Mosaic, Quarterdeck 
InternetSuite, Quarterdeck WebServer 
and WebAuthor. 

Quarterdeck Corporation is lo- 
cated at 150 Pico Boulevard, Santa 
Monica, CA, 90405. Further product, 
availability and pricing information can 
be obtained by calling 310-392-9851; 
through Quarterdeck’s Internet Web site 
at http://www.qdeck.com/; or by sending 
a mail request to info@qdeck.com. 

Product specifications are available 
upon request. 

NOTE: Quarterdeck is a regis- 
tered trademark; WebPhone, Connect & 
Play, and Quarterdeck Mosaic are trade- 
marks of Quarterdeck Corporation. All 
other brand and product names are trade- 
marks or registered trademarks of their 
respective companies or holders. 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
Tel. (407) 894-3238 © Toll Free (800) 327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espanol (407)-898-1166 
Fax (407) 894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 1898 Drew Street 
Tel. (813) 461-4267 ¢ In-State (800) 557-4237 
Fax (813) 443-7893 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 37 years! 


Dealer for... 


ALINCO « AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD ¢ SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 


Other locations... 


MILWAUKEE, WI ¢ WICKLIFFE, OH « LAS VEGAS, NV 


(800) 558-0411 


(800) 321-3594 


(800) 634-6227 
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This bulletin was made possible with information provided by Tedd, 
KB8NW, The OPDX Bulletin, Randy, KOEU, the Yankee Clipper 
Contest Club PacketCluster network and the Contest Corral column 
from the pages of QST magazine. Thanks to. all. 

ASCENSION ISLAND, ZD8. Jim, N6TR will sign ZD8Z Septem- 
ber 29 to October 8. Check 33 kHz up from the band edge for his 
CW, as well as 21150 kHz. QSL via VE3HO. 

AZORES, CU. Matthias, DL3KUD, will sign CU2/DL3KUD Octo- 
ber 3 to 17 with an all band CW effort. QSL via DL3KUD. 
BENIN, TY. A group of three Norwegian hams will go on a 
DXpedition to Benin from September 16 to 26. The operators, who 
are members of LA DX Group, are Bjorn, LASTY, Roger, LA4GHA 
and Johnny, LASIIA. They expect to use the call sign TY8G. Opera- 
tions will be on all bands and modes, but with concentration on CW, 
low bands and the WARC bands. 

BENIN. LA-DX Group members LASTY, LA4GHA and LASIIA 
will be on the air September 16 to 26. The call sign expected to be 
used during this DXpedition is TY8G. Besides HF, OSCAR 13 mode 
B will be featured. For CW check 1827, 3515, 7015, 10115, 14005, 
18075, 21005 24895 and 28005 kHz. On SSB try 1841, 3755, 7055, 
14145, 18145, 21185, 24945 and 28455 kHz. RTTY will be mostly 


cad) clad 


Read all about your favorite 
modes of amateur radio 
| digital communications! 


‘| The DIGITAL JOURNAL 
is the only publication 
dedicated solely to info on 
RTTY, Packet, Pactor, G- 
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“CW and more! Rigs, 
sz) computers, software, 
news and reviews are 
=<==\|also covered. Each 
“ss":| month, every 32 page 
issue is chock-full of 
hints, tips, operating 
news and events to help 

you get the most out of 


this exciting aspect of amateur radio! 
Don't miss a single issue. Get connected today! Fill out and 
mail the form below, with enclosed payment to: 
IDRA/DJ ¢ P.O. Box 2550 * Goldenrod, FL 32733-2550 
or fax to: 407-671-0194 


1 Yr (12 issues) O $32.00 1stC - U.S. /NA © DX-Air $42.00 


Name Call 
Address 

City 

State/Country 

Zip/Postal Code 

QVISA OMC # 

Exp. Date 


Signature 
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DX Cluster 


on 14085 kHz. Satellite operation will be on 145.895 MHz, listen- 
ing up. QSL via LA8G, PO Box 5626, N-7002 Tveita, N-0617 Oslo, 
Norway. 

CROZET, FTS. From December of this year until February 1997, 
Jean Jacques, FSSZK, and Samuel, FSIJT, will be active as FTSWF 
and FTSWG from Crozet. ; 

DJIBOUTI, J2. Patrick, F5SFD, will start his activity in Septem- 
ber as J28PP for the next two years. He will be active on SSB and 
CW. QSL via FSPWH. 

EASTER AND SyG ISLANDS. XROY and XROZ have been very 
active. Remember that DXpedition members are collecting signal 
report data for propagation studies. Honest signal reports are re- 
quested. QSL both via WA3HUP. 

EGYPT, SU. Mohamed, SU2MT, will be on the low bands this Fall 
and is looking for skeds on 160 meters. 

FALKLAND ISLANDS, VP8. Mark, VP8CSA, aka ZBOT, will be 
QRV for 5 months. QSL via DLISDN. 

FERNANDO DE NORONHA, PYOF. AHOW and WA7LNW are 
planning a multi-single entry in the SAC SSB Contest September 23 
and 24. 

JAN MAYEN, JX. LA4CJA and LA3EX will sign JX4CJA and 
JX3EX September 28 through April 15. They will be on 80 through 
10 meter CW and SSB. 

JORDAN, JY. Bob, WB9YXY, will be active October 3 to 20 as 
JY8XY on CW and SSB. QSL via his home call. 

JUAN FERNANDEZ, CEO Update. Randy, KOEU, reports that 
equipment plans, frequencies, and QSL route have been finalized 
for the September 1995 Juan Fernandez DXpedition. KOEU, K4UEE, 
and KOIYF will operate using the call sign CEOZ for one week of 
operation starting September 13 and ending September 20. Empha- 
sis will be placed on low bands, WARC bands, RTTY and satellite. 
KERGUELEN ISLANDS, FT8X. Jean Jacques, FBILYF, aka 
J28CW, will start a one year operation in November as FTSXL. He 
will operate all bands, CW, SSB, RTTY and RS-12. QSL via FSNZO. 
MADAGASCAR, 5R. Ben, 5R8DS reports that his XYL Marian, 
S5R8DY, has returned to the Netherlands, but he will be QRV until 
November 1 when his contract with Radio Netherlands ends. 
MALDIVES, 8Q. JAOBYS and JA9PRJ will sign 8Q7BY and 
8Q7RJ from September 26 to 30. QSL via home calls. 

MALTA, 9H. 9H3BKS plans to be QRV October 21 and 22 with 
CW and SSB on all bands, including VHF and UHF. QSL via 9H1FG. 
MARSHALL ISLANDS, V7. V7/AL7EL plans to be active Octo- 
ber 18 to 25 with an emphasis on the low and WARC bands. QSL 
via his home call. 

MONACO, 3A. Luciano, I1YRL, will be back in 3A land some- 
time in September. There were no specific dates mentioned. He is _ 
usually active as 3A/I1 YRL and can be found on all bands and modes. — 
MV ISLAND. After a three and a half year long hiatus, MV Island 
returns to the air with the help of ops OHIKAG, OH2BU, OH3KCB, 
OH3MEP, OH3MMF, RA3AUU, RU3FM, RV6HY and RA3AUM. 
The DXpedition will start September 21 through Monday the 25th 
and feature all-bands/modes, 4 stations, and 24 hours/day operating. 
Listen for the call signs RIMVI and OH2BU/MVI. An entry in the 
CQ WW RITY Contest is planned. The team will use full size 
verticals on 160 and 80 meters. For CW check 1831, 3501, 7001, 
10101, 14025, 18069, 21025, 24891 and 28025 kHz. On SSB try 
1845, 3795, 7045, 14195, 14295, 18145, 21295, 24945 and 28495 
kHz. RTTY should be on 14084, 18104, 21084 and 28084 kHz. 
QSL via OH2BU. 
OMAN, A4. Tony, G4KLF, will sign A45ZN over the next two 
years. He will also operate from club station A47RS on CW, SSB, 
RTTY, AmTOR and packet. QSL via Tony Selmes, PO Box 981, 
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman. 

QSL NEWS. The ARRL Outgoing QSL Service can now forward 
cards to Uganda, SX, and Mali, TZ. - 

REUNION ISLAND, FR. Didier, F5PXQ, will be active as FR/ 
FSPXQ from October 18 to 25 and November 15 to 31. His opera- 
tions will be on 20 through 10 meters including the WARC bands. 
In between these operations, he will be active from Mauritius, sign- 
ing 3B8/FSPXQ, from October 26 to 30.. 


Continued on page 15 


Accident on 


Montserrat 


Bobby Martin, VP2MO, has been 
seriously injured, and his wife, “Mae” 
Martin, VP2MN, has died in an accident 
on the island of Montserrat. 

The two had temporarily relocated 
to Antigua following volcanic activity that 
began on the island in late July.. They 
were back on Montserrat where the acci- 
dent, involving an automobile and a Brit- 
ish military vehicle, took place on Sun- 
day, August 27. 

Bobby Martin has been hospitalized 
at Hoberton Hospital on Antigua and, al- 
though seriously injured, is expected to 
recover, according to those who have spo- 
ken to attending physicians there. 

Most residents 
Montserrat’s volcano (Soufriere, 3000 
feet high) have been relocated to the north 
side of the tiny island, farther away from 
danger. The volcano continues to “rumble 
and spew ash,” according to Perry 
Brittain, VP2MR/WSSTI. 

Bobby Martin has been well known 
for many years as one of the Caribbean’s 
most active amateurs. In 1990 he re- 
ceived a British knighthood for his work 
following Hurricane Hugo, which devas- 
tated Montserrat in September 1989. 

Stories about Montserrat appeared 
in QST for March 1990 and February 

ab991. 

A funeral for Mae Martin was ex- 
pected to be held sometime this week, on 
Montserrat. 

-ARRL Internet 


Continued from page 14 


RODRIGUES ISLANDS, 3B9. 3B9FR has 
been showing up quite regularly on 30 
meters. Look for him around 10103 kHz at 
0301z or between 1130 and 1230z. 
SABLE ISLAND, CY0. VEICBK and 
company will be QRV September 30 to Oc- 
tober 10. 


ST. KITTS, V4. Joe, VE3BW, states he will 


be active in the CQWW SSB Contest. Lis- 
ten for V47BW. 

THAILAND, HS. HSOAC is no longer in 
operation from the Bangkok Science Mu- 
seum. The license has been transferred to 
the recently refurbished HSOA at the Asian 
Institute of Technology. Listen for HSSOA 
in the CQ WW contests. Some Thai opera- 
tors will sign HS7AS in these contests. 
TUNISIA, 3V. YTIAD will sign 3V5A in 
both CQ SSB and CW Contests. 
VIETNAM, 3W. Rolf, SMSMX, has re- 
turned to Hanoi and will be QRV as XV7SW 
again. QSLs for his previous operation are 
being processed and mailed. Fellow Swede 
Torsten, home call not supplied, is also QRV 
as XV7TH. And Franz, DFSGF, is licensed 
to operate only on 14016 and 14295 kHz as 
3W6GM. 


south of. 


Compact! 
‘Only 1" x 2.5" x 
3.25". An inch 
shorter than a 
pack of ciga- 
rettes. 


Powerful! Z- 
181 high inte- 
gration MPU 
with one mega- 
byte address 
space. 


Inexpensive! 
Only US$129 
(32k RAM 
model). 


Perfect Beginner’s TNC! 
Every feature you would expect in an 
AX.25 1200 baud TNC, plus: 


On-Line HELP! Type Help and a com- 
mand name (or part of a command name) 
and receive the correct spelling, shortest 
abbreviation, default value(s), acceptable 
values, and a short explanation of its func- 
tion. 

Personal Message System with all the 
state-of-the-art features: Automatic mes- 


sage addressing to your home BBS, mes- 
sage forwarding via direct or network, etc. 


APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting Sys- 
tem) compatible GPS support built-in. 
Works with either the standard single serial 
port or the optional second serial port. 


Terminal programs for both DOS and 
Windows included. 


Cables. RJ-45 serial cable with adapter to 
DE-9S. RJ-45 radio cable has real wire - 
solders easily to radio connectors. 


Upgradeable. EPROM and RAM are 
socketed for ease in upgrading firmware 
and increasing memory. 


Instruction manual, schematic, Quick 
Command listing, and power cord  in- 
cluded. 


Optional RAM. 128k, or 512k. 


813-874-2980 
BBS: 813-874-3078 


The Best All-Round Packet TNC - 
PacComm’s PicoPacket 


PacComm Packet Radio Systems, Inc. 

4413 N. Hesperides St., Tampa, FL 33614-7618 
Facsimile: 813-872-8696 

Internet: Skip@paccomm.com 


Battery Pack 
model. The case of 
the battery pack 
model fits a quick- 
change 6VDC slide- 
on/slide-off battery 
pack which allows 
continuous opera- 
tion. The Pico- 
Packet contains a 
built-in battery 
charging circuit. 


Full-time GPS port 
(2nd serial port) al- 
lows both a GPS and 
computer to be at- 
tached to the Pico- 
Packet. The GPS port also provides a real- 
time clock and 128k RAM. 


Built-in GPS receiver. The GPS model 
has a built-in Trimble SVee6-CM3 GPS 
receiver. Total size only 2 x 2.5 x 3.25 
inches. Active external GPS antenna pro- 
vided. 


Companion GPS receiver. A Trimble 
SVee6-CM3 receiver fits in a separate case 
the same size as the Pico and attaches via 
an audio stereo cable. GPS antenna pro- 
vided. 


Models and Prices: 
PicoPacket w/32k RAM - $129 


PicoPacket w/128k RAM - $149 


PicoPacket with 2nd serial port, 128k 
RAM, Real Time Clock - $189 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with 32k 
RAM - $189 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with 128k 
RAM - $209 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with sec- 
ond serial port, 128k, RTC - $249 


PicoPackev/GPS. Same as model directly f 
above plus internal GPS receiver and GPS 
antenna - $629 


Companion GPS receiver w/active an- 
tenna, data cable - $399 


Extra battery pack - $45 
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2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


DISCOUNT 
PRICES 


t 
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State Road 84 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
HAM EQUIPMENT” 


VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT. 


EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS AND 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD AND VISA 
ELI JOSE AL a LEN 
AA4BK  WT4G N4AXQ AB4LV 
305 | | | 305 3 
§2,5-01035, 944-3383 
BROWARD : FAX DADE Fax 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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Our Repeater Club 


By Robert Weinstein, K4KXR 


- Our repeater club members may be 
typical of all such ham radio groups. We 
have young and old hams; rich and poor; 
extra class and no-code techs; builders 
and appliance operators; experimenters 
who test the latest technology and hide- 
bound traditionalists who resent any 
changes. There are drunks and drys; ru- 
ral and city folk, doctors and day labor- 
ers, accountants and artists. All are bound 
together by the common need to commu- 
nicate with their fellow man. 

As they communicate, certain 
groups exhibit certain characteristics. Old 
timers yak at length as they wallow in 
nostalgia. They pooh-pooh integrated cir- 
cuits, transistors, FM, SSB and all sem- 
blance of progress. The reminisce end- 
lessly, parading their memories. Often 
mentioned in their QSOs are Hertz, 
Marconi, DeForest and many pioneers of 
the past. They agree with each other that 
nothing invented in the last fifty years is 
any good. 

A QSO between old-timers might 
compare the merits of the revered 807 
tube and its more powerful successor, the 
813. Oscillators are looked upon as 
miracles. Capacitors are still called con- 
densers. Long wire antennas. are stub- 
bornly preferred to beams and quads. 
Repeaters are time out frequently. Any 
ham who doesn’t sport a W prefix (origi- 
nal issue, not a previously-used call) is a 
Johnny-come-lately. Often under discus- 
sion are the simple exams using multiple 

choice, compared to the excruciatingly 
_ difficult exams they took under the watch- 
ful eyes of the FCC. 
: At the other end of the age spec- 
trum are the new, youthful hams. They 
_ enthusiastically ignore CW, chatter about 
school, homework and girls. They think 
of ham radio as an extension of the tele- 
phone. There is much discussion of dear 
_ old Dad buying such-and-such ham gear. 
~ There are complaints that Mom is a clean- 
liness fanatic. Nowhere in their QSOs is 
the slightest knowledge or regard for ham 
protocol or ethics, and very little interest 
in radio theory and circuits. In time, how- 
ever, the newcomers become ideal citi- 
zens of the amateur world. When they 
achieve the first step up the licensing lad- 
der then they speak with condescension 
and pity to the newest tyros. 


One feature of our repeater is the 
locally famous Bill and Bob show. Bill 
and Bob (with one ‘O’) are two Advanced 
Class hams who almost daily present 
comedy-oriented QSOs. They give listen- 
ers laughs by the score with unrehearsed, 
spontaneous witty cracks and funny com- 
ments. Both of these gentlemen possess 
a wide range of knowledge on subjects 
ranging from aardvarks to Zybisco, a 
champion wrestler of long ago. Useful 
medical advice that would cost the lis- 
tener a fortune at the doctor is dissemi- 
nated to despairing, ailing “patients”. A 
following of listening groupies testify that 
they enjoy these QSOs. 

Not all on our repeater or in our 
club meetings is harmony and happiness, 
for making his presence known is a char- 
acter known as the Weird Obstructionist. 
This ham is a frequent, almost constant 
spouter of the Constitution of the United 
States, Roberts Rules of Order, and the 
by-laws of the club. He objects to every- 
thing with anti-social vehemence. He of- 
ten is the only voter for an amendment 
he proposed. The he is tolerated is a trib- 
ute to ham indulgence. 

One guy is n unconscious humor- 
ist par excellence. I mean he is funny be- 
yond belief, without meaning to be. He 
mangles the English language after the 
manner of Mrs. Malaprop of “She Stoops 
To Conquer”. He thinks he is impressing 
his listeners with a demonstration of his 
intelligence and wide scope of knowledge. 
He is a good amateur operator of sincere 
intentions. Unfortunately he is unable to 
put together two words that make sense. 
He invents words that Webster of dictio- 
nary fame never dreamt of. Monitors of 
the frequency could reasonably believe he 
is speaking in a foreign tongue. 

We have a Do-Gooder, in the finest 
sense of the term. He monitors the bank 
to ferret out any opportunity to be of ser- 
vice. He volunteers a helpful hand in any 
legitimate enterprise. It is said of him 
(probably untruthfully) that he offers 
blood, type A, also any organ of which 
he has two, plus small loans, solace and 
advice on any problem, whether he knows 
anything about it or not. He is more per- 
sistent than the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police is handling traffic. He is very popu- 
lar, except for hams suspicious of a sinis- 
ter ulterior purpose, believing that he is 
to good tobe true. | 

Very much present on our repeater 
is the ham who professes to be an ardent 


religionist. He quotes the Bible in every 
QSO, sincerely issues blessings on one 
and all. Non-members of his particular 
religion are warned solemnly of the ter- 
rible fate that awaits them in purgatory 
unless they mend their ways. He warns 
one and all they are consigned to the hot 
regions unless they see the light, whereas 
he is assured he will ascend to heaven. 

We have dedicated drunks who 
muddle up QSOs by their incoherence. 
Their opposite numbers are the vocifer- 
ous drys, who marvel at the huge quan- 
tity of Budwiser the drunk can consume 
during a QSO, how the inebriate can for- 
get who he is talking to and the subject 
under discussion. Smokers and non- 
smokers passionately debate the basic 
rights of each other, quoting the Bill of 
Rights to bolster their case, with no hope 
of reaching a compromise. We have in- 
tellectuals and idiots, each insisting they 
have the solution to all the problems of 
the world. 

We have Army, Navy and Marine 
veterans of all wars, and their opposite 
numbers, the pacifists. There are rural 
and city folk, refugees from foreign lands, 
ham tourists visiting sunny Florida, truly 
a cross section. 

Although he is not a member of our 
club, we have an ever-present outlaw, who 
could surely profit from visits to a psy- 
chiatrist. He is an unlicensed pest who | 
delights in interfering with QSOs. He is 
a specialist in meowing, barking and in- 
coherent noises. He refuses all well- 
intentioned advice to become a licensed 
ham. He seems content to live a lonely, 
unsocial life on the fringes of society. Our 
club members hold many a debate on how 
to deal with him, whether to form a posse 
and hunt him down or to tolerate his ri- 
diculous behavior. 

We have cat and dog fanciers, 
Bassett hound owners being the loudest. 
A Coast Guardsman has a beautiful white 
bird that says, with apparent sincerity, “I 
love you”. We have bachelors and 
benedicts, exercise fanatics and guys who 
rarely stir a finger, dieters and gourmet 
eaters, sailers and landlubbers. All of 
these and more are in our motley crew. 

_ That is our repeater club - ever 
changing and ever the same. In short, we 
are America! 


Ed. Note: Mr. Weinstein is from 


Hialeah, Florida and holds an advanced 
class license. He is 83 years old. 
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Profile of an International Broadcasting Station - Radio Netherlands 


Radlo Netherlands 


The Dutch International Service 

Every year, millions of people around 
the world select Radio Netherlands as a source 
of information. 

Every day, over a million words are 
processed at Radio Netherlands yiSeges betas: 
centre in Hilversum. 

Every hour, programmes leave the 
country by shortwave and satellite. 

Every minute, a listener reacts to some- 
thing RN says. 

Introduction 

The Netherlands was the first country 
to start international broadcasting. For centu- 
ries the Dutch have traveled and traded 
abroad. Sharing experiences over the radio 
was a natural extension. 

Radio Netherlands has always been 
different from the other 120 or so international 
broadcasters on the dial. It is not the largest, 
yet it consistently scores as one of the most 
popular. The secret lies in the fact that it is 
not a government broadcaster, but an inde- 
pendent foundation. That allows producers to 
tackle subjects in a frank and honest way and 
that clearly is popular with audiences. 

Reasons for listening 

People listen to Radio Netherlands for 
many reasons. Often it is governed by local 
conditions. In some countries where the me- 
dia is tightly controlled, international broad- 
casters like Radio Netherlands provide a win- 
dow on events that is not heard on national 
stations. But in media-rich countries like the 
US or Australia, Radio Netherlands has a dif- 
ferent role, presenting European develop- 
ments with a Dutch accent. The Netherlands 
is a small country, but there is plenty going 
on. And rather than shouting a political doc- 
trine, Radio Netherlands has always promoted 
dialogue. Over 125,000 letters arrive at the 
Hilversum studios each year. Even more re- 
actions are coming in via telephone, fax and 
electronic mail through INTERNET. 

Audience Profile 

The profile of Radio Netherlands au- 
dience is language and target dependent. In 
India, for instance, Radio Netherlands reaches 
an audience between 18 and 35 years old. 
That’s why the English language programmes 
use of a lot of fast-paced jingles to appeal to a 
young educated audience interested in world 
affairs - Asia and European information in par- 
ticular. The same is true of the listener pro- 
file in Latin America. Radio Netherlands uses 
a snappy style that blends in with the local 
stations in the region. 

Dutch language productions from Ra- 
dio Netherlands are aimed at three distinct 
groups, all with a different sound. Programmes 
in Dutch to targets outside Europe are de- 
signed as a news briefing, covering events in 
Europe over the last 24 hr’s and Dutch devel- 
opments in particular. The service to Europe 
was recently revised to appeal to two groups. 
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- During the winter months many 
thousands of retired Dutch people go to Spain 
and Southern France to escape the wet win- 
ters in The Netherlands. Radio Netherlands 
provides a service for this group, direct via 
shortwave, via the Astra satellite system and 
via local FM stations, such as Radio 
Benidorm. There was considerable publicity 
for this move in early 1995, resulting in a very 
positive response from the both Dutch and 
Flemish speakers in Southern Europe. 

co: Each year, around 5.2 million 
Dutch leave the country on holiday. During 
the summer months, Radio Netherlands pro- 
vides a service giving the latest news and 
weather, plus coverage of major sports events 
such as Dutch football and the Tour de France 
cycle race. The latest figures show an audi- 
ence of around 1.7 million. Improved satel- 
lite reception plus a better targeted programme 
means that Radio Netherlands reaches more 
of its nationals in Europe than most other ex- 
ternal services on the continent. 

In the Dutch broadcasts to the Carib- 
bean region, Radio Netherlands also acts as 
an information link between The Netherlands 
and the overseas parts of the Kingdom of The 
Netherlands. 

History in Brief: First from 
Europe 

The Netherlands was the first country 
in Europe to start regular shortwave broad- 
casting. After a series of tests, the Philips com- 
pany started regular transmissions to the Neth- 
erlands East Indies (now Indonesia) in 1927. 
The company hoped that by supplying 
programmes, sales of their radios would be 
boosted. A year later, Philips started a second 
multilingual service with the callsign “PCJJ”. 
Edward Startz founded the “Happy Station” 
programme which enjoyed instant world-wide 
success. He adapted the callsign to stand for 
“Peace, Cheer and Joy”. 

In May 1940, the PCJJ transmitters fell 
into the hands of the Nazi occupying’ powers 
and were used for German propaganda broad- 
casts to Asia. Meanwhile in London, the Dutch 
government in exile was granted airtime on 
BBC transmitters to broadcast back to The 
Netherlands. It broadcast daily as “Radio 
Oranje” (Radio Orange), orange being the 
colour associated with the Dutch House of 
Orange. Henk van den Broek, a former Paris 
correspondent of the “Telegraaf” newspaper, 
was appointed as Head of Programmes. 

Two years later, in September 1944, 
Van den Broek flew to the newly-liberated city 
of Eindhoven to head a new broadcasting 
project. Several Philips employees had suc- 
ceeded in constructing a radio transmitter 
which went on the air on October 3rd 1944. It 
broadcast as “Radio Herrijzend Nederland”, 
especially aiming its programmes at the north- 
ern part of The Netherlands still under Ger- 
man occupation. 

After the entire country was liberated, 
Van den Broek was asked to create a proper 


* 


external service in several languages. This 

took shape in the course of 1946, until on April ° 
15th 1947, the Radio Netherlands foundation 
was Officially inaugurated. : 

The Present Day: Production in 7 
languages 

Radio Netherlands currently broadcasts 
in five languages over its own facilities: Dutch, 
English, Spanish, Indonesian and Papiamento. 
The Projects department also supplies stations 
in Europe, Latin America and Africa with pro- 
gramming via satellite in Portuguese and 
French, bringing the total to seven. In addi- 
tion, special television projects have included 
production in other languages, such as Chi- 
nese. 

The studio centre is located in 
Hilversum, a ¢ity approx. 30 km south-east 
from Amsterdam. The station in Hilversum 
currently employs around 250 permanent staff 
and countless freelance contributors. 

Radio Production: Direct Transmis- 
sions Around 100 permanent staff are directly 
involved in programme production for direct 
transmission. They are assisted by another 
group of freelance contributors. It is a close- 
knit team of presenters, newsreaders, editors, 
reporters, translators and producers. 

Successful international broadcasting 
involves a combination of skills, often more 
than demanded by other branches of the me- 
dia. It requires the ability to accurately trans- 
late from one language to another and to pack- 
age news and views into a form that is. attrac- 
tive to a listener on another continent. Radio 
Netherlands has the largest news and current 
affairs operation in the Netherlands, supported 
by over 100 journalists who file stories from 
abroad. 

The Radio Netherlands Newsroom 
serves all the regional departments by pro- 
viding news bulletin on the hour and half hour. 
It also produces feature material written by 
specialists in the fields of European and in- 
ternational current affairs, economics, finance, 
culture, science and sports. 

Round the Clock | 

Transmissions originate from the Ra- 
dio Netherlands building round the clock. The 
aim is to reach selected target areas at the peak 
listening times, i.e. the morning, evening, and 
in some cases, early afternoon siesta. A “new” 
day’s broadcasting starts early in the morning 
(Dutch time) with broadcasts to the Pacific.. 
They reach Australia and New Zealand where 
it is already evening. Morning programmes 
to Europe also take to the air. A few hours 
later, breakfast programmes to the Caribbean 
are broadcast. By mid-morning, Dutch time, 
the focus has shifted to Asia with evening 
magazine programmes being aired in English, 
Dutch & Indonesian. And as the day 
progresses, broadcasts to target areas such as ~ 
the Middle East, Africa, and the Americas are 
transmitted. A few minutes after the night shift 
presenter has closed the broadcast to the West ~ 
Coast of North America, the morning pre- 


senter starts the transmission for the 
Pacific....and so the cycle is complete. 
Studios 

Radio Netherlands has 10 production 
studios, ranging from a compact facility to 
record incoming news feeds, to a large audi- 
torium which can handle digital orchestral 
‘recordings. These are operated in a joint ven- 
ture called Broadcast Facilities Nederland. 
Radio Netherlands has always taken quality 
seriously. It was the first in the world to re- 
lease stereo programmes on transcription in 
the 1960’s and introduced digital recording 
early in the 80’s. 

Outside broadcasts are also an integral 
part of the operation. Two vans are used for 
special events such as conferences, sporting 
events such as the Tour de France, serious 
music and pop concerts, and weekly church 
services. Continuing its lead in quality record- 
ing, Radio Netherlands was one of the first to 
issue selected titles of its programming on 
compact disc. Each year, stations in well over 
a 100 countries request some 160,000 copies 
of around 2,500 different programmes. 

Technical aspects of international 
broadcasting 

For many areas of the world, short- 
wave is still the most cost-effective means of 
reaching a widely scattered international au- 
dience using portable radios. FM and medium 
wave, whilst providing better overall fidelity, 
do not have the required range. 

FM radio operates in many countries 
between 88-108 MHz. But transmitters using 
this frequency range only have a service area 
of around 100 km. The signals travel in a 
straight line between the transmitting tower 
and the receiver’s antenna. 

Medium wave signals between 0.5 - 1.6 
MHz travel further, especially during the hours 


of darkness, but after 1000 km or so, even ~ 


they begin to get very weak and noisy. 

The shortwave spectrum, 3 - 30 MHz, 
lies between medium wave and FM. Under 
the right conditions they can travel thousands 
of kilometres, thanks to a refractive series of 
layers in the earth’s atmosphere called the 
ionosphere. Signals at the transmitter site are 
beamed up to the sky at a low angle. They are 
then refracted back to earth by the ionosphere. 
The signal then “bounces” off the earth’s sur- 
face again, and after a succession of “hops” 
reaches the antenna of the listener’s receiver. 
_ The refractive properties of the ionosphere are 
not perfect, which is why signals can some- 
times fade in and out. 

When purchasing a shortwave receiver, 
it is important to choose a set which has an 
adequate coverage of the shortwave broadcast 
bands between 5 and 21 MHz. There are over 

70 models. on the international radio 
market.....Radio Netherlands has conducted 
independent tests on most of them. The re- 
sults are published separately, free of charge, 
in a publication entitled “The Receiver Shop- 
ping List”. 


Three RN transmitter sites 
Three minutes before the half hour, 
Radio Netherlands transmits a traditional folk 
melody, play on the carillon of Breda in the 
south of The Netherlands. During that piece 
of music, the frequencies for the transmission 
are announced. It is always a good idea to 
check as many as possible, since shortwave 
conditions can vary with the season. The 
broadcast may be coming to you directly from 
the transmitter site on the Flevoland polder, 
located near the IJsselmeer lake. Or it may be 
relayed via one of Radio Netherlands’ over- 
seas relay stations in Bonaire or Madagascar. 
These. relay stations were established to im- 
prove the signal quality in more distant target 
areas such as South America, the Pacific, and 
South East Asia. In 1978, Radio Netherlands 
was one of the first shortwave broadcasters to 
feed its overseas relays via satellite instead 
of using pre-shipped tapes. This vastly im- 
proved the quality and competitiveness of the 
station. 
The Flevo transmitter site 
_ Inaugurated in 1985, Radio Nether- 
lands transmitter site is actually 6 metres be- 
low sea level, built on reclaimed land. The 
four 500 kW’transmitters are computer con- 
trolled and use the latest energy saving tech- 
nology. This ensures that as much electrical 
energy as possible is turned into power to the 
antennas, not into wasted heat. A smaller 100 
kW transmitter has been installed as a reserve. 
In all, Flevo has nineteen shortwave aerials: 
seventeen of them concentrating the transmit- 
ter energy into a fine beam. This provides 
maximum signal strength in distant targets, 
whilst at the same time allowing other sta- 
tions to use the same frequency to other tar- 
gets without mutual interference. The non-di- 


rectional antennas are used for European cov- ° 


erage. The Flevo site is used primarily for 
serving Europe, Africa, parts of Asia and the 
Middle East. 
Bonaire 

Radio Netherlands first hired airtime 
from another broadcaster on the island of 
Bonaire, in the Netherlands Antilles. But in 
1969, it opened its own facility on the north- 
ern part of the island. The station comprises 
one 250 kW shortwave transmitter, plus two 
of 300 kWs. The site has 22 antennas, all but 
one being directional in character. The main 
targets from this site are the Americas, West 
Africa, Australia and New Zealand. The 
Bonaire station employs 44 people, the ma- 
jority of whom are from the Netherlands 
Antilles. 

Madagascar 

In 1972 a second relay station went into 
operation on the island of Madagascar, off the 
African coast. This station is similar to the 
Bonaire relay facility, with two 300 kW trans- 
mitters. There are 18 antennas for serving 
Africa, Asia and the Western part of Austra- 
lia. The Madagascar relay station has a staff 
of 45 people. 


Hiring & Exchanges 

Radio Netherlands hires airtime on the 
transmitters of other international broadcast- 
ers in order to reach areas not covered by its 
own facilities. Airtime on transmitters in Rus- 
sia, for instance, has considerably improved 
the coverage in the Far East and South-East 
Asia. In addition, Radio Netherlands ex- 
changes airtime with colleague international 
broadcasters. 

Digital Audio Broadcasting 

Radio Netherlands is a member of sev- 
eral working groups dedicated to the estab- 
lishment of international digital audio broad- 
casting. This will be both by satellite and over 
terrestrial transmitters. At the start of 1995, 
Radio Netherlands began weekly exchanges 
of programme material with BBC World Ser- 
vice, Deutsche Welle and Radio France 
Internationale. This scheme, known as Euro- 
pean Digital Radio, is the precursor to much 
wider distribution of programmes through 
digital networks of the future. At present, 
DAB receivers have not appeared at afford- 
able prices on the consumer market. But it is 
expected that their introduction will be greeted 
with similar enthusiasm as the compact disc 
enjoyed in the 1983. Radio Netherlands is 
convinced that new programming styles will 
be needed to exploit the new medium, prob- 
ably involving much more use of interactive 
media such as INTERNET. 

There are still many political reasons 
why certain authorities will prevent, or at least 
hinder, the reception of international broad- 
casts via satellite to a general audience. Like- 
wise, the developments in television will 
mainly benefit those living in cities with a 
lifestyle that allows for a cable or satellite sub- 
scription. There are still many areas of the 
globe which are un-touched by the informa- 
tion super-highway. So, it is safe to predict 
that whilst international broadcasters should 
develop new distribution methods, shortwave 
will remain an important way of reaching 
people for the next ten years. 

Feedback from listeners is the lifeline 
of any international broadcaster. If you would 
like to give your input on our output, or you 
wish to get in contact with a particular de- 
partment, then this is the address: 


Radio Netherlands 
P.O. Box 222 

1200 JG Hilversum 
The Netherlands 


Tel: +3135 724242 (as from October 
10th 1995, +31 35 6724242) 

Fax: +31 35 724239 (as from Octo- 
ber 10th 1995, +31 35 6724239) 

Internet: letters@rnw.nl 


-Radio Netherlands’ Press Office. 
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TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 


1639 Old Dixie Highway 
P.O. Box 2806 FS 
Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 
(407) 567-3423 e Fax (407) 567-3432 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 


KLM COMMUNICATIONS 
oT & 


eo * All Home Electronics pus 


* Antiques 
* Affordable Repair 
1306 Lakeview Rd. 
Lake Wales, Fl. 33853 
(813)676-2375 


If it worked once 
It can work again ! 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


399 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


A SUPER BUY 


at only 


$75.99 


for a year 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: 305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAI! 


ym | OUR 16TH YEAR 


IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 
1. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 
2. Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center. 
3. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
Newsletters. 
4. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
5. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters. 
|A, 6. Authorized Icom Dealer. ; 
~~ 3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
BROKEN RADIOSIII! = [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR CLUB 
ERA’ PAUL B. DICKMAN, INC., REALTORS: 


KAY L. PYE WO4HHN ~ 
BROKER-SALESMAN-CRS-WINNERS CIRCLE 


305 N. Tamiami Trail - P.O. Box 128 
Ruskin, FL 33570 

813-645-3211 Office 

813-645-7506 FAX 

813-645-1492 Eves . 


Ud. 


Ahm singin fer mah dinner 


in a big empty space. 
Fer 75 eS ; | 
TM give you mah place. 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-5425 

MCI MAIL: 311-3659 _ 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


TEST EQUIPMENT, COMPONENTS & COMPUTER EOUIPAIENT 


ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 
(407) 253-3371 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 


BSD. 


Ahm singin fer mah dinner 
in a big em ty space. 

Fer 75 buc 

I'll give you Mahi place. 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 
MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 
FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE . 
A: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 
Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
OOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - (305) 748- 1560 


000000800000 00008 


Box 2790 RR#2 
Melrose, FL 32666 


K4GIT 


RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 


We Specialize in Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 


DORTHY and DON GIES 904-475-1950 
Owners Phone or Fax 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapio 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Att MAKES 


* Specialized Design Engineering/Construction 
% Also Marine Electronics 


7130 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W6IYK . 
(904) 764-0042 


Owner - Tom Larrivee 
WA4DKG 


Tech 904-749-2042 


ELECTRONICS 
FAX 904-749-3147 


800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


OVER 20 YEARS O07 SERVICE” 


164 West First Ave. 
Pierson, FL 32180 


CERTIFIED 
BUSINESS BUREAU, IN 


MBER INVESTIGATION 
QUIFAX AGENCY 


CouLections ¢ Over Due Dests © Bao CHECKS 
FINANCIAL ADJUSTERS © RENT COLLECTORS 
Skip TRACING 


MAIN OFFICE: 
} WA4ZMN 3446 S.W. 8 STREET Sure #208 
NELSON ENRIQUEZ, P.I. Mui, Flora 33135 
TELEPHONE: (305) 642-8770 
Fax: (305) 642-8702 
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One Ham’s Opinion By John Weatherley, AB4ET 


WHAT HATH A.R.R.L. 


WROUGHT? 
With apologies to Samuel Morse. 

A few short years ago ARRL cam- 
paigned for a No-Code technician license 
with a view to increasing the amateur 
radio population and subsequently the 
~ league membership. This was donle by 
the ARRL board despite the overwhelm- 
ing objections of the members who elected 
them! I was initially supportive of the 
move. I felt that there was a small seg- 
ment of the populace who would benefit 
the hobby by being able to experiment 
‘with RF, data techniques, spread spectrum 
etc. for whom Morse code would have 
little application. Also there were large 
areas of allocated spectrum above 300 
mhz which needed populating before they 
were absorbed by commercial services. 

My attitude changed com- 
pletely when the league supported the al- 
location of the 2 meter band for No-code 
techs. It then became very obvious that 
this was going to open the flood-gates to 
a huge influx of “citizen communicators” 
eager to avail themselves of the noise free, 
extended range facilities of VHF FM re- 
peaters and legal higher power privileges 
not available in the 27 mhz band. Very 
few of these licensees appear to have any 
desire to learn anything about basics, sci- 
ence and practice of radio communica- 
tions beyond how to operate their 
handheld or mobile and how to access 
their local auto-patch! This has been 
proven by the dismal percentage of up- 
grades from the No-code Tech. level. 

The more I consider the leagues 
action the more I see another example of 
the old “NFPCS”, the “Not-For-Profit- 
Corporation-Syndrome!” 

_ The NFPCS is the philosophy 
of working for a Not-for-profit corpora- 
tion and realizing that your salary, pen- 
sion, insurance and other fringe benefits 
are dependent primarily on the size of the 
organisation. The higher you are in its 
management hierarchy the more justifi- 
able this becomes because as the size of 
the membership grows so does the pyra- 
mid of employed staff below your level 
and therefore your responsibilities and 
ultimately your income and benefit ex- 
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pectations. Since Not-For-Profit Corps. 
cannot acrue profits, after payment of li- 


abilities and setting aside funds for de- 


fined future expenditure surplus money 
must be absorbed and healthy corpora- 
tions have highly paid executives with lots 
of perks. 

In the case of ARRL it is not so 
important whether the membership is pre- 
dominantly Extra class or No-code tech. 
because the income from dues is the same. 
Its quantity that counts rather than qual- 
ity and No-code Tech. was a masterful 
way of dramatically increasing the ama- 
teur radio population and therefore po- 
tential ARRL membership, albeit at the 
expense of the traditional amateur radio 


qualities of technical competence and — 


operating skill. QST and other publica- 
tions have already adapted to this decreas- 
ing technical standard and it is also evi- 
dent in the increasing appearance and 
apparent success of low tech. start-ups 
such as World Radio etc. 

Now I do not believe that most 
ARRL employees are in the super-tax 
bracket and I expect that most are aver- 
age, reasonable people like the rest of us. 
But if your career, benefits and retirement 
were dependent or enhanced by the fac- 
tors outlined above wouldn’t you do the 
same? You can imagine that despite the 
elected officials, the senior employees 
have considerable influence on the plans 
of the league. 

This attitude is, of course, not 
exclusive to ARRL. It is evident in thou- 
sands of organizations throughout the 
nation and maybe the world. Why do you 
think that the National Rifle Assoc. wants 
anyone and everyone to be able to own 
any weapon that they choose from a pea 
shooter to an artillery piece? Potential 
membership is the name of the game. 

For the traditional amateur ra- 
dio enthusiast the danger is that the large 
influx of No-code techs. has already be- 
come a large and ever increasing lobby 
which I believe could spell Doomsday to 
amateur radio as we have known it. The 
following are some of the potential sce- 
narios which our future may hold. Some 
may already be occurring. 

1. In the not so distant future the 
huge and growing No-code Tech. lobby 


will seek no-code privileges progressively 
throughout the HF bands. They will de- 
mand that international code require- 
ments be dropped which can be justified 
since morse code is being phased out by 
the commercial and poverntien services 
world-wide. 

2. If and when code requirements 
for HF are waived locally or internation- 
ally and the influx of No-coders to HF 
takes place, expect pressure to begin and 
continue for reduction in the CW alloca- 
tions on HF. Space will be required for 
the increase of phone stations and CW is 


surely a minority user? 


3. Ultimately, sometime in the fu- 
ture, the demand for amateur HF tele- 
phony spectrum will increase to absorb 
the influx and with decreased technical 
competance and densely crowded bands 
the FCC will require tighter technical 
specifications, type acceptance and pre- 
cise test requirements for equipment. Is 
it possible that eventually home brew 
equipment or modification of commercial _ 
equipment other than by an authorized 
dealer, will be illegal? Since this will af- 
fect an increasingly smaller minority of 
licensees it will be increasingly easier to 
legislate and will surely have the support 
of the major manufacturing and market- 
ing lobbies? At this point amateur radio 
will become indisnae iste from citi- 
zens band. 

Is all of this just too far-fetched to 
be realistic? Take a listen on the more 
popular two meter repeaters anytime. 
Look at the constructional and technical - 
content of the amateur radio magazines » 
compared to a few years ago. Examine 
the average technical level of your local 
radio club members compared to a few 
years ago. Also, as this is being written 
another NFPC, The Radio Society of 
Great Britain is actually polling its mem- 
bers to gauge the reaction to a suggestion 
of applying to the international body for 
waiver of the need for morse code for HF 
band operation! 

Having written the above with an 
increasing sense of foreboding and frus- 
tration at what I see as the selling out of 
amateur radio by the ARRL I should note. 
that, I hope to God I’m wrong. . 

AB4ET 


cay Beach Repeater Association, Inc. 
Presents the Ninth Annual 


PALM BeacH County HAMFEST 


Amateur Radio & Computer Show October 21 & 22, 1995 


Information 


South Florida Fair Grounds 
Southern Blvd 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
(Seven miles west of I-95) 


Saturday October 21, 1995 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 


Sunday October 22, 1995 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


Admission 
Admission tickets are $5.0 00 at the door. Tickets are valid 
both days. 


Flea Market 

Flea market tables are $25.00 at the door, i available. 
Tables are valid both days. Electric, if available, is $5.00 for 
both days. Admission tickets must be purchased with flea 
market tables. Friday setup for flea market is from 2:00 PM 
to 8:00 PM. For more information call Vi Kiekenapp, 
KC4LCF, (407) 585-9074. 


o Air Conditioned 

o Indoor Flea Market 

0 Exhibits 

o FCC Exams Saturday & Sunday 
o Door Prizes 

o Ample parking spaces 

o RV full-hookup sites 

o On-Site Security 

o Quality Food Catering 


FCC Exams 

Novice thru Extra exams are scheduled for Saturday and 
Sunday. Exams will start promptly at 9:00 AM. Exams will 
be held on site. 


Talk-In Frequency 

Talk-In Frequency will be the 147.165/147.765 repeater 
with 146.520 simplex used for close in work. Talk-In will be 
active one hour before Hamfest hours and one hour before 
Setup hours. 


>>>> 50,000 Square Foot, Air Conditioned Expo Centre <<<< 


PALM BEACH COUNTY 
HAMF EST 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
FAIRGROUNDS 


Lr - 


© MILITARY TRL- 


PBRA Hamfest, P. O. Box 461, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
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The Florida Skip Bookstop 


In an agreement with Tiare Publications, Florida Skip 
will make it convenient for its readers to order books by the top 
experts in their respective fields. There are books on every- 
thing from QSLing your ham radio contacts to scanning to tun- 
ing in on radio signals from space. 

The featured list as published does not reflect the com- 
plete selection of books that are available. For a complete list, 
please send a SASE to Florida Skip Books, 672 Indian River 
Dr., Melbourne, FL 32935. 


EARN SUBSCRIPTION 
CREDITS! 


For every book ordered through Florida Skip, you will 
receive a Florida Skip Book credit worth $2.00 that may be 
applied to your new subscription or renewal. There are no time 
restrictions on using your earned credits but the credit certifi- 
cate must accompany new subscriptions or renewals. So put 
them in a safe place. 


Featured Book List 


Luchi’s Amateur Radio License Guides. By Larry R. Luchi, 
W7KZE. The series of books present the latest FCC test ques- 
tions and answers, with Luchi’s technical explanations and ex- 
amples. The end of each chapter also includes the complete list 
of FCC questions and multiple choice answers relating to that 
topic, enabling the student to create and take their own prac- 
tice tests. 

Larry Luchi has helped thousands to pass the FCC exams. 
He is accredited as an FCC Volunteer Examiner, an ARRL- 
registered instructor and a teacher by profession. In 1992 he 
was nominated as ARRL Professional Instrictor of the Year. 
Luchi’s Novice Class License Guide. $19.95 plus $2 s/h. 
Luchi’s No-Code Technician Class License Guide. $22.95 
plus $2 s/h 
Luchi’s General Class License Guide. $19.95 plus $2 s/h. 
Luchi’s Advanced Class License Guide. $22.95 plus $2 s/h, 
(Soon to be released) - 


Monitoring NASA Communications. How to tune in The Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration on Shortwave, 
VHF, UHF and Satellites. By Anthony R. “Tony” Curtis, 
K3RXK. 

All you need to know to listen to NASA’s ground and space 
communications. Full info on the equipment, where to look for 
official communications being re-transmitted on shortwave, plus 
the history and background of NASA and NASA communica- 
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tions, and all about tracking and data relay satel- 
lites. The book features one of the largest lists of NASA radio 
frequencies. $14.95 plus $2 s/h. 


The Outer Space Frequency Director. The Radio Monitor’s 
Guide to Eavesdroping on Satellites, Space Shuttles, Space 
Stations, Interplanetary Space Probes and Non-Human Sig- 
nals from Deep Space. By Anthony R. “Tony” Curtis, 
K3RXk. 

Boldly tune where few have tuned before. Curtis covers the 
whole range of signals from space - every kind of satellite imag- 
inable, from communications to recreational satellites, Space 
Shuttle communications to MIR cosmonauts and interplanetary 
probes. Even non-human signals are discussed. Curtis also dis- 
cusses the receivers and antennas needed for each type of space 
reception. There’s a section on amateur radio astronomy and a 
master list of over 2,000 space and space-related frequencies. 
$17.95 plus $2 s/h. 


Amateur Radio RV Antennas 

Basic Guide to VHF/UHF Ham Radio 
Clandestine BC Directory 

Computerized Radio Monitoring 

The Code Book (Amateur Radio CW Operating)... 
Easy SW Antennas (50+ SW “Skywires”) 
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HamSat Antennas 


Inside Your Shortwave Radio (How they work 
and how to get the most out of them) 

Long Wire Antennas 

Low Power Communications (QRP) 
Vol. 1 - Basics 


Luchi’s No-code Tech License Guide 
Luchi’s Novice License Guide 


Pse Qs] (Expert’s Guide to Amateur 
Radio QSLing 
Radio TV Interference - Sources/Solutions 
Secret Signals - The Euronumbers Mystery............. 
Secrets of Successful QSLing (SWLing) 
Shortwave Goes to School (Teacher’s Guide to 
SW in the Classroom) 
Warship Directory (w/radio calls and frequencies 
- Vol. 1 - US, Canada, Great Britain) 
World Ham Net Directory (4th Edition, 
over 1,100 worldwide amateur radio nets listed 
by name, day/time/frequency) 


(Order Blank on Page 27) 
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FOR SALE - Icom-745-HF - built-in PS, 12 volt cable - 
$450.00 plus shipping & mike. Icom 551-D plus 12 volt PS. 
All mode -$450.00 plus shipping & mike. Jerry Gallnitz, 
WYOIA, 8854 Goshen, Port Richey, FL 34668 Ph: (813) 847- 
5435. 


FOR SALE - Johnson “Thunderbolt”, includes coax relays 
and supply, LPF, spare tubes w/one 4-400 - $500.00; Vibroplex 
“Champion” (flatblade) model - $45.00; Tektronix scope w/ 
- »CA” plugin, cart, probes and manuals - $150.00; National 
Multiband Tank MB-150 - $30.00. K4JDV (904) 761-1061. 


FOR SALE - Plate Transformer 1200-0-1200 Volt, 325 mA 
Stancor PT8312 - New in original box - $60.00. Pick up or 
add freight. Norm Mandel, WB4ZQG 6282 Winfield Blvd., 


Margate, FL 33063 Ph: (305) 971-3956. 


_ The town was so dull that when the tide went out, it refused 
~ to come back - Fred Allen 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS-850SW/AT - $1700.00. Match- 
_ ing PS52 P/S - $100. MC-60 matching mic - $60.00. ALUMA 
_ T-50 ee rae tower - $1200.00. Mosley MP-33 3-element 
- $150.00. MFJ-989C 3K tuner - $200.00. Ameritron 
pratt 600W amplifier -$450.00. KLM 2M Beam - $30.00. 
CDE Rotor & control - $50.00. SWAN WM 2000A inline 
SWR/Wattmeter, 0-2K watts - $75.00. Two Kenwood SP 520 
_ matching speakers - $25.00/ea. Two NPC 13.6, 12 amp, Model 
_ 108RM power supplies - $35.00/ea. Mirage Model 108G 2M 
amplifier, 10W in, 80W out - $75.00. Butternut HF-2V, 40- 
 80-160M Vertical - $100.00. Heath 40-10 Monitor Scope w/ 
extra CR tube - $70.00. Drake Classic TR-4 Transceiver with 
matching PS and speaker and D-104 mic - $200.00. Call or 
‘write Bill Gibson, KD4FI. 609 Roby Ct., Dundee, FL 33838. 
~ Ph: (813) 439-7632. 


? 


| Tuner II MFJ-948, 300W - 


SELL - Original Vibroplex Deluxe Black base bug in 
Vibroplex carry box - $50.00 very clean. Sony 3/4 inch video 
player decks with 5-3/4 inch tapes - $30.00/ea. NO SHIP. 
Muffin 115v fans - $3.00/ea. New RG59U coax off spool - .05 
cents per foot. MFJ-752B signal enhancer II dual tunable SSB/ 
CW filter - $38.00. SWAN 500C xcvr w/manual/mike and 
112XC Power Supply - $275.00. All above plus UPS. Andy 
Clark, W4IYT. 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166. 
(305) 888-3874. 


An oldtimer is anyone who remembers when more pumpkins 
were made into pie than into jack o’ lanterns. 

SALE OF HF EQUIPMENT - MOVING TO SMALLER QTH 
- Kenwood transceiver TS-440S w/CW & SSB filters installed 
- $720.00. Ameritron AL 80A 1KW Amplifier unused - 
$579.00 Digital Audio Filter NIR-10 by JPS - $189.00. Versa 
Tuner III MFJ-962C, 1.5K W - $149.00. Astron Power Supply 
RS-35M 25 amp - $129.00. Heathkit Digital Freq Counter, 
IM-2400 - $95.00. Kenwood Desk Mic MC-60 - $89.00. Versa 
$79.00. Windom 160M Antenna 
unused, still in box - $59.00. Carolina Bug Catcher Mobile 
Antenna - $49.00. Artificial Ground MFJ-931 w/ insulated 
counterpoises 10M thru 75M - $49.00. Dummy Load, dry MFJ- 
264, 1.5K W up to 10 seconds, 100W for 10 minutes - $39.00. 
Low Pass Filter FL10/1500 B&K 1KW - $39.00. Low Pass 
Filter MFJ-704 1KW - $29.00. 3 Line-Isolator Baluns 4K V- 
LI Radio Works - $29.00/ea. Balun “New Remote”, ladderline 
to coax - $29.00. Dummy Load, Dry MFJ-260B, 300W - 
$19.00. Antenna Switch MFJ-1701, connections for 6 anten- 
nas - $19.00. Mobile Antenna “Ham Stick” 75M only 
Lakeview -$11.00. For sale separately or $2375.00 for the lot. 
All good condition. Call Derek Scorer, AA3A. (941) 732-6431 


or write 24 Peridot Ave., Naples, FL 33961. 


Amateur * CB 
Radio Tubes 


THE TUBE MAN 


Electronic Tubes 


902 Lothian Dr. 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 
904 386-2729 Phone 


Richard Hale 904 386-2560 Fax 


Florida Skip/25 


Florida Hamfest Update - Sept., 1995 
Complled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE LOCATION NOTES 


ON rn ~_~ow 


Oct 20/21 Starke Bradford County Fairgrounds 
US 301 north of SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: Dan, K4RVD = (904) 475-2695 


Oct 21/22 West Palm Beach Expo Center at South FL Fairgrounds 


SR 80, just east of US 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Hal, N4UIT —_ (407) 439-0805 
28  PortStLucie Port St Lucie Yacht Club 
(New Location!) 500 Prima Vista Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.955 
INFO: Roy, KE4QJG (407) 340-4319 
4 Lake Worth FREE! At John Prince Park 
6th Ave South and Congress Ave 
Talk-in on 146.670 
INFO: Bill, N4ZDD (407) 439-8796 
Eustis Lake County Fairgrounds 
(Corrected Date!) State Rd 44 & County Rd 452 
Talk-in on 147.255/442.900 
INFO: Tony, KE4NLG (904) 787-1449 
11 Titusville Fox Lake Park 
Harrison St. west to the park 
Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 
INFO: Chiff, KC4SYD (407) 267-7030 
18/19 Tampa Expo Hall - FL State Fairground 
US 301 & I-4 
Talk-in on 146.940 
INFO: Jean (813) 525-5178 
2 Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg. 
on U.S. 441, 1.5mi north of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ (813) 467-0516 
Booster Stadium Parking Lot 
N 36th Ave, 1 mi N of SR 40 
Talk-in on 146.970 
INFO: Mario, N4TSV_ (904) 245-9514 
9 Lake City Florida Sports Hall Of Fame 
I-75 Exit 82 to US 90 West 
Talk-in on 145.490 
INFO: Colen, WASRKR (904) 755-7969 


- 1996 - 
Jan 6/7 Fort Myers City of Palms Hamfest 
Fort Myers Shriners Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 
Talk-in on 147.345 
INFO: Dale, KD4UAD (813) 275-8360 
Jan 13/14. Sarasota Robards Sports Arena 
3000 Fruitville Rd 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 
INFO: Sam, KE4BXF (813) 922-4591 


Grown Eugincering Vue, 


5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


Custom Metal Fabrication 
Amateur &@ Commercial 


H.B. Frasor KA4VXI Telephone 
President 4 305-989-4658 


26/Florida Skip 


Jan 20 Crystal River Crystal River Armory 

Talk-on on 146.955 

INFO: Bill, KO4ZA (904) 382-5755 
Jan 21 Pinellas Park Benefit Boy’s & Girl’s Club 

7790 61st St North 

Talk-in on 147.060 

INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (813) 823-4251 
Feb 3/4 Miami Dade County Expo Center 

SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 

Talk-in on 146.760 or 146.925 

INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR (305) 642-4139 
Feb 10 Arcadia Desoto County Fairgrounds 

(New Location!) US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 

Talk-in on 147.075 

INFO: Doug, KN4YT (813) 494-5070 
Feb 10 Pensacola Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 

Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 

INFO: Bill, WA4YRN (904) 476-8537 
Feb 17/18 + Orlando Central Florida Fairgrounds 

4300 W. Colonial Way 

Talk-in on 146.760 

INFO: Ken, KD4JQR = (407) 961-2465 
Feb 24 Brooksville Hemando County Fairgrounds 

Talk-in on 146.715 

INFO: Glenn, AC4QH (904) 799-6755 
Mar 2 ~ Zephyrhills At 3339 Allen Rd. 

Talk-in on 145.190 

INFO: WB4UMT @ WB4UMT 
Mar 16/17 Ft. Walton Beach Okaloosa County Fairground 

1958 Lewis Turner Blvd. 

Talk-in on 146.790 

INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 
Mar 23 — Stuart FREE! At Martin County Fairgrounds 

(New date and new location!) A1A south of Stuart 

Talk-in on 147.060 

INFO: Andy, W8BIX (407) 225-5122 
Mar 23 Sebring National Guard Armory 

(New date!), on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
Talk-in: 147.270/145.330 
INFO: George, KD4WDX (941) 382-4861 


SEA AOR RK I A KR RAK I AH II I a AC a aE 


HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO 


CALL FOR INFO! 
Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Army MARS Call: AAT4RV 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4 VOL 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
E-Mail: bill.britton@jbs.com 
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__ Florida Skip Bookstop 


_ SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
_ INFORMATION 


Shipping and handling is $2 for the first item, $1 for each 
additional item, except where noted. Books are shipped 
via book rate mail. For UPS delivery (US only) add $3 and 
be sure to include a street address (UPS cannot deliver to 
post office boxes. Foreign orders are normally sent via 


“surface mail which takes 8-10 weeks. If you wish airmail 
delivery add $8 to your order. 


ORDER FORM ’ 


4 LEE TO 


"FLORIDA SKIP SUBMITTALS 


iyedsine copy, arcicles, 

subcriptions, HAMBARS, classified ads, correspon: 
dence and press releases is listed below. 

 Youcan also submit articles by modem up to 14400 

baud or FAX on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 800 

number for story leads, news items and other news-re- 


lated foples. No Classifieds (HAMBARS) by ea 


FLORIDA SKIP 
672 Indian River Drive 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


Tele: 242-6993 (local) - 1-800-421-8279 a 


Florida Skip Books 
c/o Gerry Wentz/Editor 
672 Indian River Drive 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


Total Payment Enclosed i 


a Nitieeed FLORIDA SKIP 
V2 mq 6/72 Indian River Dr. Name 
'. Melbourac, FL Callsign 
4 32935 
lew 

O Renewal Address 
O Change Information City 
O One Year $12.00* 
Ol. TwoYears $23.00" | State 

x Sh Years _ Sen 00° FOE i eh 

orei ae ao be ES -_ Tpcode Ne 


SS SS 


Florida Skip/27 


Upcoming Eastern United States ihamfests & Computer Shows 


DAYS HAMFEST 


Miss. Coast ARA Ham/Swapfest 
Bahia Shrine Hamfest ” oe se 
Hamfest 
Hamfest 


Sumner City ARA Hamfest 

44th Ann Hamfest & Computer Fair 
14th Ann Ham Com-Vention 
Hamfest 

4th Black Warrier Swapfest 
CCARS Fall Festival & Hamfest 
47th Ann Hamfest/Comp Show 
Hamfest 

Memfest 95 Hamfest 

CARA 19th Hamfest (Fairgrounds) 
Starke Hamfest 

Tri-Cities Hamfest 

Hamfest 

Amateur Radio & Computer Show 


7 


sae 


A 


LOCATION 


Biloxi, MS 
Orlando, FL 


Boaz, AL 


Mt. Home, AR 


Gallatin, TN 


~ Rock Hill, SC 


Houston, TX 
Maysville, NC 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
Sanford, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Waycross, GA 
Memphis, TN 
Howard City, MD 
Stark, FL 

Gray, TN 
Sumter, SC 

W. Palm Bch, FL 


2nd Ann Ol-Fashun Hamfest & Barbeque Monroe, NC 


Hamfest 

S. Ky AR Group 3rd Franklin Fest 
Hamfest Chattanooga ‘95 
Nasib-Dison Hamfest 


Free Hamfest 


Port St. Lucie, FL 
Franklin, KY 

Chattanooga, TN 
Westminster, MD 


Lake Worth, FL 


€ 
C 
Cc 
Cc 
c 
Cc 
Cc 
Cc 
Cc 


18/19 Indiana St ARRL Cont Hamel 


19 


Tth Annual JARSFEST 
Hamfest 


26 | 
December, 1995 
2 Hamfest — 


6/7 
13/14 
13 

13 
13/14 
14 

20 

Zt 
27 

27 

27 


Hamfest - 
15th Hamfest & Computer Show . 
Wiregrass ARC Hamfest 
Hamfest ~ 
- Holiday Fest ‘95 


January, 1996 
S06 Lakeway ARC Hamfest & Cop § Show 


City of Palms Hamfest 
Hamfest 

Hamfest 

SELARC Hamfest 


17th Annual Hamfest & Computer Show 


Frostfest 
Hamfest 
Hamfest 
Hamfest 
TVARN Hamfest 
Hamfest 


February, 1996 


3 
3/4 
10 
10 


Kerbella Hamfest 
Tropical Hamboree 
Hamfest 

Hamfest 


Ft. Wayne, In 
Benson, NC 
New Orleans, LA 


Okeechobee, FL 
Ocala, FL 
Greensboro, NC 
Dothan, AL 
Lake City, FL 
Largo, MD 


Morristown, TN 
Fort Myers, FL 
Sarasota, FL 
Greenwood, SC 
Hammond, LA 
Sarasota, FL | 
Richmond, VA 
Crystal River, FL 
Pinellas Park, FL 
Greenville, AL 
Gallatin, TN © 
Greenville, AL 


Knoxville, TN 
Miami, FL 
Charlestown 
Pensacola, FL 


Lake Co. Hamfest & Electronics Expo 
Mobile ARC Computer Fest/Hamfest 
Ham Radio/Comp Expo ‘95 

Hamfest 

Sth Annual Hamfest 

TVARN Hamfest 

Twin City Hams Hamfest 

18th Ann Hamfest 

3rd Ann Hamfest & Computer Expo 
20th Suncoast Am Radio & Computer 
Hamfest 


Eustis, FL 10 
Mobile, AL 10 
Lawrenceville, GA 17/18 
Concord, NC 17/18 
Titusville, FL 18 
Cookville, TN 24 
W. Monroe, LA 24 
Montgomery, AL 24 
Myrtle Beach, SC 1 24/25 
Tampa, FL 25 
Ocean Springs, MS 


Hamfest Arcadia, FL 
Owensboro ARC Hamfest Owensboro, KY 
Orlando HamCation & Computer Show Orlando, FL 
Hamfest _ Jackson, MS 
Hamfest Elkin, NC 
Hernando City ARA 14th Annl Hamfest Brooksville, FL 
Hamfest : Dalton GA 
Appalachian AR Group Hamfest _ Lebanon, PA 
Hamfest Wile Cincinnati, OH 
Hamfest + Fayetteville, WV 


x 
er 


Produced in cooperation with Southeast Repeater Association - Wayne Williams, K4MOB, Editor 
"C"' at end of row indicates that hamfest is confirmed 


No Tricks in 


~ FLORIDA SKIP 
672 Indian River Dr. 
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